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cultivation in 1816 or 1818, butis good now. That 
is no argument at all. 

Mr. ALLISON, (interrupting). There is an- 
other class of soldiers that I think ought to be pro- 
vided for, if it isthe intention to provide for those 
who have permitted their lands to be sold for taxes. 
There are no doubt a large class who have paid 
taxes upon land of inferior quality, and have con- 
tinued to pay taxes from the time they received 
the patents up to this time, and probably have 
paid more in the shape of taxes than the land is 
worth. What would you do in such acase? If 
it is intended by this bill to place them upon an 
equality, then i think you must do something for 
such cases as I have alluded to. You cannot equal- 
ize by a bill of this kind. There are cases of in- 
dividual hardship, and if we intend to equalize, I 
think that there should be an amendment offered 
to this bill by which persons who have received 
patents for lands that are of comparatively little 
value, shall be permitted to surrender their patents, 
and have the privilege of relocating their warrants. 
This is the only way that we can place them upon 
an equality, and do justice to the soldiers. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. If I understand the pro- 
visions of this bill, Mr. Speaker, it provides that 
all warrants that have been issued, even if they 
have passed out of the hands of the individual to 
whom they were surrendered, and are now in the 
hands of speculators, shall have the benefit of this 
act. 

Mr. HALL. No, sir; this bill proposes to con- 
fine the benefits of the act to the soldiers them- 
selves. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. For the purpose of setting 
myself right, I desire to have the original bill 
read. 

My recollection of it is, and I know it was urged 
on a former occasion, that speculators will be bene- 
fited exclusively. So far as my knowledge ex- 
tends in the region of country in which I reside, I 
know that all the lands have passed out of the 
hands of the old soldiers into the hands of specu- 
lators. 

Mr. HALL. Then they will get nothing. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I desire that the bill may 
be read for the purpose of satisfying myself upon 
that subject; and I wish to say further, that if the 
speculators are inhibited by this bill, from re- 
ceiving the benefits of it, I will go for the bill. 1 
think it right that the soldier should enjoy the 
benefits of this act, and get a lot of land, but I am 
unwilling to give it to speculators. 

The Clerk here read the bill. 


Mr. HALL. My object was merely to call the 
attention of the House to the provisions of this 
bill. I do not think it necessary to discuss it in 
order that gentlemen may understand it; and their 
attention being called to it, isall I desire to accom- 

lish. 
F Mr. WHITE, of Alabama. 
that soldiers shall have new lands in case their 


lands were unfit for cultivation; but the lands may | 


be valuable, although unfit for cultivation. For 
instance, it may be covered with timber or contain 
minerals. 


Mr. HALL. ‘The answer to that is this: If 


the land, in consequence of containing minerals, is 


more valuable than land for cultivation, its owner | 


will not surrender it up, but keep it. I move the 
previous question. 

Mr. CARTTER demanded tellers on the sec- 
ond; which were ordered; and Messrs. Locx- 
HaRT and CHANDLER were appointed. 


The 


reported—ayes 74; noes not counted. 


~ So the previous question received a second; and | 


the main question was then ordered to be put. 

The question now being upon agreeing to the 
amendment to insert after the word ‘ individual,’’ 
the following, ‘‘ or sold for taxes,” 


Mr. ORR demanded tellers; which were or- | 


dered; and Messrs. Stanton, of Tennessee, and 
CHANDLER were appointed. 


The question was then put, and the tellers re- | 
ported—30 in the affirmative; and a further count || 
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This bill provides | 











uestion was then taken, and the tellers | 


not being demanded, the amendment was declared 
to be rejected. 

Mr. JENKINS moved to lay the bill upon the 
table, and upon that motion demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sranron, of 
Tennessee, and Mo.ony, were appointed. 

The question was then put, and tellers reported, 
—ayes 47. 

Mr. JENKINS demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BUELL asked for tellers on the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered; and Messrs. Stanton, 
of Tennessee, and Howarp were appointed. 

The House was then divided, and the tellers re- 
ported—2] in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question then recurred upon ordering the 
bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. HALL demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Motony and Penniman were 
appointed. 

Ihe question was then put, and tellers reported 
—ayes 62, noes 58. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and, having been engrossed, was read 
a third time. 

The question recurring, ‘‘ Shall the bill pass ?’’ 

Mr. HALL moved the previous question. 

Mr. STUART demanded tellers on the second, 
which were ordered; and Messrs. McMuuun and 
Fow er were appointed. 

The House was then divided upon the demand 
for the previous question, and tellers reported— 
ayes 62, noes 65. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. CARTTER. Is it in order to move to 
refer this bill to the Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to move to re- 
commit the bill to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CARTTER. I do not make that motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. Has the morn- 


| ing hour expired? 


he SPEAKER. It has not expired? 

Mr. STUART. I move to recommit the bill to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr.HALL. Upon that motion I call the pre- 
vious question. 

The SPEAKER. A motionis made to recom- 
mit the bill to the Committee on Public Lands, 
which is in order. 

Mr. CARTTER. Do I understand the Speak- 
er to say that my motion to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole is not in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, for the 
reason that the committee was discharged from its 
consideration. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsyivania. Is it in 
order to move to lay the bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then I make that motion. 

Mr. HALL. Upon that I ask the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STUART. Has the morning hour ex- 
pired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 62, nays 94; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Beale, Bibighaus, 
Bowne, John H. Boyd, Bragg, George H. Brown, Buell, 
Burrows, Busby, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, 


Chapman, Chastain, Dean, Dockery, Duncan, Eastman, 
Floyd, Fowler, Gentry, Goodenow, Hammond, Haws, Ha- 


| ven, Hebard, Horsford, Howard, John W. Howe; Thomas 


M. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Ives, Jenkins, Daniel T. 
Jones, Preston King, Martin, McLanahan, Miner, John 
Moore, Morehead, Murray, Newton, Orr, Outlaw, Perkins, 


| Reed, Robie, Ross, Schoonmaker, Scurry, Thad. Stevens, 


Sutherland, Benjamin Thompson, Tuck, Wallace, Walsh, 


| Welch, Wells, Wilcox, and Wildrick—62. 


NAYS—Messrs. William Appleton, Ashe, Averett, 
Thomas H. Bayly Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Brenton, 
Briggs, Albert G. Brown, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph Ca- 
ble, Caldwell, Caskie, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Colcock, 


| Conger, George T. Davis, John G. Davis, Daweon, Dim- 


mick, Dunham, Edgerton, Edmundson, Evans, Faulkner, 
Fitch, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gil- 
more, Green, Grey, Hall, Hamilton, Harper, Isham G. 
Harris, Sampson - Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Holladay, 
Houston, Ingersoll, Jackson, A. Johnson, J. Johnson, Rob- 
ert W. Johnson, George W, Jones, George G. King, Kuhns, 


| from Alabama to withhold that motion 
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Landry, Lockhart, Mason, MeCorkle, MeMallin, Milter, 
Molony, Henry D. Moore, Murphy, Olds, Andrew Parker, 
Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Price, 
Robbins, Scudder, David L. Seymour, Ske Smith, 
Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Abraham P. St ns, Stone, St. Martin, Stro 
ther, Stuart, Sweetser, Ta , Thurston, Townshend 
Venable, Ward, Watkins, A son White, Alexander 
White, and Y ates—. 

So the House refused iy the bill upon the 
table. : 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move t the Hous: 
proceed to the business on the Sp cer’s table 

Mr. HAMILTON demanded t which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Ha tu, « STANTON 

| of Tennessee, were appointed. 

The question being put, there were iyes 63, 
noes 38; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order for met 
move that the rules be suspended, a that the 
House resolve itself into Con et thie 
Wh le on the state of the U: 

The SPEAKER. Not at tl moment. I! 
other words, the Chair tl cS that t motion to 
go to the business on the Speaker’s table tak: 
precedence, inasmuch as it would carry the House 
to the consideration of the privat on the 
Spyeaker’s table. This be r priv et day . the 
Chair thinks it proper to state the effect of the 
vote now to be taken. 

The question was then ken on Mr. Eversr 
ron’s motion; and it was reed to—ayes 82; 
noes not counted. : 

So the motion was irreed ) 

The SPEAKER stated the juestion to beu on 
the passage of Senate bill No. 185, for the relie 
of the Raleigh and Gaston Rail: 1 Com 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order to move to Ra 
into the Committee of the Whole on th state of 
the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is in 
order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. ThenI make that motion. 

Mr. FOWLER. I hope the gentleman will 
wait for amoment, until we dispose of those bills 


which have been reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House, now lying on the S; 
table. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
Mr. FOWLER. There are four. 
The SPEAKER. There are 
Mr. CARTTER. I ask the 
sent of the House, at the instance of parti id 
vised upon the merits 


eunel "sg 
How many bills are thers 


‘ ’ } le 
seventeen bilis. 


unanimous co 


a . . . . 
of Senate bi No. 152, NY 


the relief of John F. C n, administrator of 
Daniel Renner, deceased, to restore that bil! to its 
original order on the Calendar, that we may have 
an opportunity of deliberately investigating its 
merits. I do this at the instance ef those who 
assure me they have investigated the merits of 
the whole subject, and thath 1uslice has been done 


by laying it upon the table. 


“Mr. DUNCAN. Will the gentleman etate the 
purport of the bill? 
Mr. COBB. Itis a bill that was laid on the 


table late on Monday evening. 
Mr. CARTTER. It is for the relief of a widow 


and six orphans. I do not know what its merits 
are, but I do not wish to do injustice to any one 
There being no objection, it was ordered a 
cordingly. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself int 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 

Mr. DUNCAN. gentleman 

until the 
private bills upon the Speaker’s table, which will 
not lead to debate, are disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. If the House refuse 
into committee, that will be in order. 

The question was put upon Mr. 
motion, and it was not agreed to. 


I would ask the 


to # 
C gv 
| ane ,' 
Hovsten’s 


RALEIGH AND GASTON RAILROAD. 


The SPEAKER stated the question before the 
House to be upon the passage of the Senate bil! 


| No. 185, being an act for the relief of the Raleigh 
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and Gaston Railway Company; upon which bill 
the demand for the previous question was pend- 


Mr. STUART. 
the table. 


Mr. COBB. 


I move to lay that bill upon 


I would suggest to the gentleman 


from Michigan, that Judge Daniel, who is deeply | 
interested in this matter, has lately lost his son, | 
which detains him at home, and it would be a | 
matter of courtesy to pass this matter over until | 


he returns. 

Mr. STUART. By the unanimous consent of 
the House, I will withdraw my motion, and ask 
that the bill be passed over informally. 

Mr. MOREHEAD. No, sir; I object. 


Mr. ORR moved that the rules be suspended, | 
and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- | 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
that motion isin order. There has been no action 


in the House since 4 similar motion has been dis- | 
| osed of. 

Mr. STUART. There has been no question 
t iken. 


Mr. ORR. There has been a motion made to 
lay the bill upon the table. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Orr’s 
motion, and on a division there were—ayes 60, 
66. 

So the House refused to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Che question now being on the motion to lay 
the bill upon the table, 

Mr. ROBBINS demanded the yeas and nays. 


hoe 


Mr. DAWSON called for tellers upon the yeas | 
and nays; which were ordered; and Messrs. Sre- | 


vens, of Pennsylvania, and Kina, of New York, 
were appointed. 

he House was divided, and the tellers report- 
ed 37 in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BUELL. 1 call for the reading of the bill. 

The bill was read by the Clerk. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Srvart’s 
motion, and there were—yeas 81, nays 80; as fol- 
lows: 

VY EAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Allison, Bennett, Bibig 


haus, J. H. Boyd, Breckinridge, Buell, Burrows, Busby, 
Joseph Cable, Thompson Campbell, Carter, Chandler, 
Chapman, Clark, Conger, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, Eastman, Edgerton, Ficklin, 
Florence, Floyd, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Gamble, Gay 
lord, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich, Green, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haven, Henn, Horsford, John W. Howe, T. 
M. Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, R. 
W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, George 
G. King, Preston King, Kurtz, Lockhart, Martin, McLan 


ahan, Miner, Henry D. Moore, Marray, Newton, Andrew 
Parker, Penniman, Perkins, Price, Reed, Robbins, Robie, 
Schooumaker, Scudder, David L. Seymour, Skelton, Ben 


jamin Stanton, T. Stevens, Stretton, Stuart, Sweetser, 
Thurston, ‘Townshend, Tuck, Washburn, Wells, and 
Wildrick—®!. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, William Appleton, Averett, T. 


H. Bayly, Beale, Bocock, Bowie, Bowne, Bragg, Brenton, 
Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, George H. Brown, E. 
Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Caskie, Chastain, Clingman, 
Cobb, Coleock, George T. Davis, Disney, Dockery, Dun 
ean, Edmundson, Evans, Faulkner, Fitch, Gentry, Grey, 
Hail, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haws, 
Hebard, Hendricks, Holladay, Houston, Howard, Thomas 
Y. How, Jackson, Landry, Mace, McCorkle, MeMullin, 
MeQueen, Miller, Millson, Molony, John Moore, More- 
head, Murphy, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, Samuel W. Parker, 
Penn, Polk, Porter, Powell, Ross, Scurry, Smith, Stanly, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, St. Martin, 
Strother, ‘Taylor, Venable, Wallace, Walsh, Watkins, 
Welch, Addison White, Alexander White, Wilcox, and 
Y ates—80. 








So the bill was laid upon the table. 


The SPEAKER. The next bill in order is 
Senate bill No. 67, ‘for the relief of John A. 
McGraw, of New York.’’ 

Mr. VENABLE. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill for the relief of the Raleigh 
and Gaston Railroad’? was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER. 
Carolina cannot make that motion, as he did not 
vote with the majority. 

Mr. CARTTER., For the accommodation of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, I make the 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. BUELL. I move to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

Mr. VENABLE. 
on that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
will be entered, but it must go oveg, as there is 
another bill now before the House. 


- 


| then, « 


wa a 
———————————— aeRO 


| Means. 


The gentleman from North || 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. POLK. Is it in order to move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union ? 

The SPEAKER. 
it is in order. 

Mr. POLK. ThenI submit that motion. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Porx’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The rules were accordingly suspended, and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Fickuim 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
House bill No. 240, ** making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year ending June 30, 
1853.” 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the pending ques- 
tion before the committee was the motion of the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Pork] to strike 
out the following clause: 


In the opinion of the Chair, 


** Norfolk, Virginia: For storehouse No. 14, wharf north 


side of timber dock, culvert, dredging-machine, and repairs 
of all Kinds, $80,732 20.” 

Mr. MILLSON. Has any speech been made 
in opposition to that amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
there has not. 


Mr. MILLSON. 


an attempt to protect the umber, one ought rather 
to be made to protect the Treasury from the dep- 
redations of the marine-worm. 
very striking and original, and perhaps the hit was 
a very happy one. I only wonder that it should 
have occurred to any gentleman who voted for the 
Collins line appropriation, as the gentleman from 
Ohio did; or perhaps that is the very reason that 


it did occur to the honorable gentleman from Ohio. | 


out will my friend deny the necessity for protect- 


| ing the public property at navy-yards from the 


depredations of the marine-worm ? 
nothing of its ravages? 


Does he know 
Does he not know that 


| there is deposited at these navy-yards, and par- 
| ticularly at the navy-yard at Gosport, a large quan- 


tity of timber, and other very valuable property 


| of all descriptions, worth between $2,000,000 and 
Does he not see the wisdom and ne- | 
cessity of protecting those valuable deposits by 


$3,000,000 ? 


Why, 
oes the gentleman manifest so much zeal 


Why do the 


the my ip WHE of asmall sum of money ? 


in Opposition to this appropriation? 


| members of the Committee of Ways and Means | 
resist with so much pertinacity the attempt to re- | 


store at least a portion of these estimates? The 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Pers] said on 


| yesterday that all the reductions made by the 
| Committee of Ways and Means had been well | 
I ask that gentleman, or | 
| any other member of the Committee of Ways and 


considered by them. 


Means, to tell this House the reason why they 
struck out the estimates for appropriations for 


completing the timber-dock and quay-wharves at 
Gosport? 


No reason has been given, and none can be given. 
Unless these gentlemen can give the House some 


reason for striking out these estimates, I ask with | 


what grace can they urge the House to confine the 


appropriations to the amounts recommended by | 


them? I find that it would be a hopeless task to 
attempt to restore the whole of the appropria- 


tions estimated for by the Secretary of the Navy, | 


but stricken out by the Committee of Ways and 


restoration of what I consider the most important 
of them. 


The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. MILLSON. 
line one hundred and twenty-five these words: 
And for extending quay-wharves, $25,000, 


Mr. Chairman, I shall call for tellers upon that 


| amendment, and.I ask the attention of the House 


|| to the reasons which constrain me to offer it here. 
I ask for the yeas and nays || 


Now, sir, the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Carr- 
TER,] in commenting yesterday upon these amend- 


ments, seemed to speak with an air of injured | 


innocence, as if he supposed that some wrong was 


attempted to be done to the country, by asking | 


The Chair believes that | 


My friend from Ohio [Mr. 
CarTTerR} intimated yesterday that, instead of 


Sir, the figure was | 


I should like to know, sir, what that | 
reason was, and I will allow them now to state it. | 


I move to add at the end of | 
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the Representatives of the people to protect their 
own property against loss. Sir, I have no interest 
in this matter. My constituents have no partic- 
ular or exclusive interest in it; and it is only be- 
cause I happen to represent the district in which 
this navy-yard is situated, and that it is therefore 
made my especial duty to be somewhat acquainted 
with its condition, that I trouble the House at all 
about it. It is a matter of as much interest to 
other gentlemen as it isto me. If there is any 
gentleman here who supposes that I would pro- 
pose or vote for appropriations for the particular 
benefit of my own constituents, and not demanded 
by the public welfare—though I de not believe 
there is any such gentleman here—he does me 
much injustice. [ would notdo it. My constit- 
uents would not ask me to do it; and I do them 
but justice when I say thatif I were to attempt it, 
I should not long represent them on this floor. [| 
would vote as readily as any other man against 
any proposition, the object of which was to ex- 
pend money unnecessarily in my district. But 
the object for which this amendment provides, is 
to continue an existing work of great necessity. 
I ask the Clerk to read an extract from the letter 
of the former commandant of the yard, showing 
the necessity for the work. 


The Clerk read the extract, as follows: 


‘« The entire line of quay- wharves cannot, in my opinion, 
be completed too soon for the public interests. Tokeep up 
the temporary water front at this yard, which is entirely of 
made ground, and to prevent its sliding into the river, fre- 
quent piling has to be resorted to. These piles last but a 
short time, as the marine-worm, which is perhaps more 
destructive at this, than at any other station, often cuts 
through them in one season. In point of economy, there- 
fore, it is desirable to fmish the permanent stone wharves 
as early as practicable.” 


Now, Mr. Chairman, if any member of the 
Committee of Waysand Means can assign to the 
House any reason for n >t continuing that work 
and completing it as soon as possible, | will yield 
the floor to him in order that he may do so. The 
work must be done, and the only conceivable rea- 
son which should prevent an appropriation now 
would be, that at this time there was not money 
in the Treasury sufficient to accomplish the work. 
But we have abundant means in the Treasury. 
The work must be done, and the sooner it is done 
the better. It has been commenced; it is now un- 
finished, and your property is subject to daily in- 
jury and loss. If it is to be completed at any 
time, | ask why not now, at once, unless it be 
that there is some particular reason why all the 
available funds of the Government are required for 
other public uses, at this particularmoment. We 
all know this is not the case. 

Mr. CARTTER. I am opposed to this amend- 
ment, and for some of the reasons that I assigned 
hastily on yesterday. I believe, as the honorable 
member from the Norfolk district has stated, that 
he would not designedly ask a profligate expendi- 
ture in his district. But it strikes me, that he 
holds these navy-yards, and the lumber inside of 
them, animate and inanimate, in too high estima- 
tion. We have expended on this Navy, if I rec- 
ollect aright, upwards of $146,000,000, and that 
principally since the war of 1812. What is the 
a of it? Why,the product is, that you 
rave got in this Navy officers enough te man 
every vessel belonging to this Government, from 
the yard-arm down, and only about forty of them 
in employment. You have got a mass of crafts 
constructed under the genius of this Navy—a 
genius worked out by idleness and profligacy, in 
many instances, to correspond with the intellect- 
ual character that governs this department—a 


; : || mass of crafts utterly unavailable for protective 
I shall not again urge it, but I shall pres- 


ently offer two amendments, having in view the 


urposes; crafts without speed and without value. 
Fou have just been informed by the honorable 
member from the Norfolk district that there is 
$4,000,000 worth of timber 

Mr. MILLSON. I said between two and three 
millions. 

Mr. CARTTER. Well, then, you are told 
that you have got between two and three millions 
of property in this one yard. What is the re- 
sult? Why, that there shall be an annual request 
made to this Congress, not to put that property 
into a shape of practical utility to the Government, 
but that you shall fence it in, and keep it in that 
unproductive condition. Now, as I remarked on 
yesterday, it would be far better to burn it up; 
and if you could extinguish with it the old fogy 
uselessness of the human materials of the Navy, 
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| 
as it now exists, it would be the greatest God-send | 
that could come upon this Republic. 

The gentleman says, 1! voted for the Collins | 
line. I did vote for that line, and will do it again, 
and will keep doing it, until the rivalry of that | 
civil and war marine shall extinguish, in the con- 
trast it is furnishing to the world, that cancer upon 
the public trade. | 

Mr. BOCOCK. I have an amendment to offer. 

I move to decrease the amount in the amendment | 
of my colleague [Mr. Miizson] $5,000. I sub- i 
mit the amendment, and leave it to the committee, | 
without troubling it with any remarks at this | 
time. 

Mr. MILLSON. Lam opposed to that amend- | 
ment. The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Carrrer] | 
has said not one word which has the slightest | 
applicability to the amendment which I intro- | 
duced. If you were acting upon a bill proposing | 
to disband the Navy, the remarks from the gentle- | 
man from Ohio would be altogether pertinent; | 
but we are engaged in the consideration of a bill | 
for the maintenance of the Navy, and the simple 
inquiry is, whether the appropriation | have 
asked or suggested is necessary to maintain the | 
existing establishment. But the gentleman did || 
say one word in opposition to a view which I pre- || 
sented. He says, I declared that there is about | 
three millions worth of property at the Gosport | 
navy-yard, in an unprotected state. Sir, I said 
the whole amount of property at the Gosport | 
navy-yard, embracing the articles under the super- | 
vision of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, the Bu- | 
reau of Ordnance and Hydrography, and the 

3ureau of Construction, Equipment, and Repairs, || 
is between two and three million dollars, exactly 
$2,372,000—a larger amount than there is in any | 
other navy-yard in the country, and as large as 
can be found in five other navy-yards. Everybody 
knows it is the most extensive and important | 
navy-yard we have. It is designed not merely for | 
the present wants of our swelling population and 
growing Navy. I[t is not to be supposed that fifty 
or a hundred years hence we will only have 
demand for the same number of vessels as now. 
Our policy should be to improve these naval estab- 
lishments in such a manner as to provide for the | 
prospective as well as the present wants of the 
service. 

Now, sir, the Government have commenced a | 
line of quay-walls, constructed of stone, which | 
they have partially completed. At the upper end 
the ground is what is called made-ground, and of | 
such a character as to require to be secured. 
Wooden piles are now used, which soon decay 
and require constant repairs. And the question is, 
whether you will not diminish this expense and 
save the Government from loss, by the erection of | 
this wall. I say again, that this appropriation is | 
demanded for the protection of that navy-yard. 
It was sanctioned by Congress when they first or- 
dered the construction of the wall. You will have 
the depth of water in the river diminished by the 
washing away of this loose material, and you will | 
be compelled to go to considerable expense for | 
clearing out the channel with dredging-machines, 
so as to remove the impediments in the way of 
navigation, if this work is not completed. It is 
recommended by the Secretary of the Navy, by 
the Commandant of the Yard, and by the Chief of 
the Bureau. I know myself that it is of the utmost 
importance that the work should be completed. | 
Can any member of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means assign any reason why it should not be 
continued? If so, I will yield the floor to him for | 
that purpose. Both the Secretary of the Navy and 
the Chief of the Bureau have expressed to me their | 
regret that the reduction was made by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. I say again, that 
neither I nor my constituents have any peculiar 
interest in this matter. | know what the wants 
of the Government require, and therefore I think 
it my duty to inform the House, and then let the 
responsibility be upon it. 

he question now being upon the amendment 
to the amendment, 

Mr. BOCOCK, »y unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to reduce the amendment | 
of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Miiison] to 
$24,000. 1 do it for the purpose of saying that I 
see no reason for quarreling with the Committee 
of Ways and Means jor their action in reducing 
the estimates upon thig »aval appropriation bill; 











but I rise now more particularly for the purpose of 
doing what I should have done on yesterday, had 
1 been in my seat, when the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. Sranxy] alluded toa report of some 
remarks made by me, in the [ptelligencer of yes- 
terday morning. I did not hear of this matter 
until last evening, when I called at the Globe Of- 
fice, and examined the report of what he said. 

I can only say the gentleman was entirely mis- 
taken in relation to what I said the day before, if 
he supposed I made any such charge, or any 
such allusion to the late Secretary of the Navy 
as he indicated. What I did say was, that un- 
der his management, there were abuses existing 
inthe Navy. I alluded to the fact of there being 
nearly $500,000 paid this year to officers waiting 
orders. I further said, which is true, that during 
the first year of his administration, the expenses 
of the Navy increased $3,000,000. 

Now, I must say, for that reason, I am in favor 
of retrenchment. The National Intelligencer has 
not reported me as the gentleman says. It has 
reported, essentially, what I said. 
paragraph alluded to: 

** He believed that our Navy, under its present manage 
ment—especially under the management of the late Secre- 
tary—had been one of the corruptest sources of abuse in the 
Government.”’ 

Now, the reports in the National Intelligencer, 
so faras I have seen them, are ordinarily more 
correct than any I have seen of abbreviated re- 
ports; but in this instance they have made a mis- 
take, by insertinga word I did not use, and which 
I did not intend atall. I intended to say whatI re- 

eat now, that under the management of the late 
Buerstnry of the Navy, the expenditures of that De- 
partment increased enormously; and being in a 
time of peace, | can see no reason whatever for it. 

Mr. MILLSON. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Dran.] I have nothing to say in reply to his 
general remarks, which do not relate to this sub- 
ject. 
an observation which fell from the gentleman from 
New York, lest it might be supposed that I was 
quarreling with the Committee of Ways and 
Means. I beg to say to that gentleman and to 
this committee, that I designed no such thine. I 
did not quarrel with the Committee of Ways and 
Means. I believe the reductions they have made 
have been from what they believed a just spirit of 
economy; and I heartily sympathize with them in 
that spirit. I entirely approve of their efforts to 
reduce the expenditures of the Government within 
economical limits. But these reductions must be 
wisely made, and I do not believe the Committee 
of Ways and Means themselves would have re- 
duced the estimates now under consideration, if 
this bill had been prepared at a later period of the 
session. I know, when they had these matters 
under consideration, it wasa matter of some doubt 
what amount would be left in the Treasury. I 
went before the committee on two occasions. | 
will not state the conversation which occurred 
there, but I will say, that from what was said to 
me, I inferred that several of these appropriations 
were struck out because the committee had not 
then the assurance that there would be a large 
sum of money in the Treasury at the expiration 
of the fiscal year. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
me, I will explain what governed me in relation 
to the item he is now advocating. 
if it is not in relation to the quay-walls in Gosport 


ag ard? 
r. MILLSON. It is. 

Mr. PHELPS. I do not recollect exactly the 
extent of the quay-wall which is there now; but 
the amendmentof thegentleman from Virginia pro- 
poses a further extension of that wall. Now, the 
Committee of Ways and Means were of the opin- 


ion that such an extension was not necessary for | 


the purposes of shipping, or anything else, except 
to beautify and adorn that navy-yard. It is said 
that the wall should be further extended so far as 
to prevent the river from injuring the property at 


that point. The committee were fully advised | 


with regard to that matter. There is nowa wharf 
where it is proposed this quay-wall shall be ex- 
tended. It is composed of wooden piles, which 
are driven down, and which, as we are aware, 
very soon decay. But the committee were of 
opinion that another structure than a quay-wall 
might be constructed much cheaper, and which 


I will read the | 


If the gentleman will allow | 


I will inquire | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


2275 


would answer the purpose much better at this 
time. That was the reason which operated upon 
my mind in inducing me to come to the conclu- 
sion which I did in relation to this quay-wall. 
Mr. MILLSON,. I am glad to hear the gentle- 
man’s explanation; and I will leave the committee 
to judge of the sufficiency of the reasons. It 
seems that some members of that committee sup- 


| posed that instead of this masonry work, timber 


would answer just as well to secure this property 


Mr. PHELPS. 

Mr. MILLSON. What then? . 

Mr. PHELPS. I will state that, from the 
opinion | had received, I thought a further exten- 
sion of this quay-wall was unnecessary; that for 
all purposes of mooring vessels, and for the pur- 


from injury by being washed away into the river. 


Not at all. 


| pose of receiving supplies, and for every purpose 


| ing away. 


for which such a wall was needed by the Navy, 


| they had a sufficient extension of wharf already 


at Gosport. 

Mr. MILLSON. This is still worse. I never 
heard before that the water-line of a navy-vyard 
should not be protected from crumbling or wash- 
It seems, from the remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Missouri, that there is to be no secur- 
ity at all furnished for this artificially-made land. 
That is not to be protected from the washing of the 
river, because there is no necessity of having a 
greater line of wharves than now exists. 

Mr. DEAN, by consent, withdrew the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STUART. I move to reduce the appro- 
priation one dollar. I do it for the purpose of 
submitting a few remarks upon this question. 

It must be obvious to every gentleman who has 


| given even a casual observation to the Navy, that 


| one of two results must take place. 


Either some 


| of its friends—its real friends—must undertake a 


| wish, however, to say a word in reply to || 


revision of the whole affair, so as to produce the ne- 
cessary amount of retrenchment, or the whole of 
that arm of the service must be abandoned: for if it 


| goes on in the same ratio of increase as it has done 


| proprietors. 
| out such a system. 


for several years past, and the same means are 
used to produce that increase which have been 
used, the Treasury of this country must and will 
come to a point when it cannot supply its demands. 
Now, look at this case. It is said the command- 
ant of the yard makes a recommendation. Who 
is he,sir? An officer of the Navy, who, however 
honest he may be, desires to beautify and adorn 
this particular yard—not only to the extent neces- 
sary for its protection, but to extend it in the most 
expensive and permanent style; such as would vie 
with any portion of the Old Country, under the 
direction and with the purse of its most expensive 
Now, sir, this country cannot carry 
j An officer of the Navy makes 
a recommendation, the Secretary of the Navy 
sanctions the recommendation, and Congress is 


| called upon to make the appropriation, for the 
| reason that the naval officers recommended it. 


This is no reason at all. 
some committee, 


Sir, we must rely upon 
We must rely upon the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means, whose duty it cer- 


! 


tainly is to examine this question, and to omit 
such appropriations as they may deem unneces- 
sary. 

Mr. PHELPS. If the gentleman from Michi- 
gan will permit me, I desire to say one word. 
The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Mittson} has 
urged the necessity ofconstructing this quay-wharf. 
If | understand it, that necessity has existed for 
several *years past, and this is the first time for 
two years past that an estimate has been submitted 
from the Navy Department, for the further exten- 
sion of this quay-wharf now in process of con- 
struction. 

Mr. MILLSON. Will the gentleman allow 
me to explain that matter? 

Mr. PH ELPS. I have in my hand the printed 
estimates, which I will have read if the gentleman 
desires. 

Mr. MILLSON. I know that much of this 
made ground has been deposited along the side of 
the river within the last twelve months, and it 
ourht to be protected without delay. 

Mr. STUART. Five minutes is a short time 
to speak on any subject, and I desire to resume 
my time and go on. I was saying that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, whose duty it is to 
examine this question, has omitted the appropri- 
ation for which the gentleman contends. Now, 
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i arm disposed to sanction the action of that com- 
mitte ind leave the responsibility there. It must 
rest somewhere; and itis very much better to restit 


} 


witharerularly-organized committee of the House, 
than undertake to override its action here, in the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
W hat I desire is, the lowest amount of expendi- 
ture possible for the Navy, until such a revision of 
its whole affairs shall take place as to restore it 
to what it once was, and now ought to be—the 
pride and glory of the country. But, at this time, 
instead of ipying that position, it is in a posi 
tion so difftrent that it would 
h as I de 


} 
mecern, unie 


ocel 


not require much 


rome, as mu ire it, to vote to abolish 


whole ( itcan be better manawved 
it has been lately. 
HEBARD. I rise 
posed to this 


I 
committee snall 


thar 
Mr 


am OF 


simply to say that | 

endment, and ce sire that 
come to a vote upon the re- 
I think we hi ended 
fh up this subjed 


anxious to Know what the ne 


propo ive EX] 


Il am exceedingly 


time enou 
<t proposition will be 
be another—and I nope 


We want a 


for I suppose there will 


we shall now take a vote upon this. 


litthe vaniety. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That is right. 

The question being upon the adoption of the 
amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. MILLSON demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Me . Stevens, of Pennsylvania, 
and DunHAM were an romnted, 

The question wa s then taken, and the tellers re- 


ported “ayes $2, noes not counted. 

So the amendment to the amendment was not 
wreed to. 

The question now recurring upon the adoption 
of the orizinal amendment, 

Mr. MILLSON demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Hamittron and Bue. were 
appointed, 


‘The question wa then t iken, and the teller 


re- 
ported—ayes 28, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was not arreed to. 

Mr. BOCOCK. offered the following amend- 


ment, to come in at the end of the clause in rela- 
tion to the Norfolk navy-yard: 


For the purchase of lands, amounting in quantity to about 
aix acres, acc ding fo a survey recently made under the 
direction of the Commandant of the Gosport Navy-Vard, 
which land is now the property of C. P. Edwards, &9.000 ; 
Provided, That no part of said money shall be paid until a 
valid tithe to said land shall first have been obtained, and 
the assent of the Legislature of Virginia shall have been 
given to the said conveyance. 


Mr. BOCOCK. 
that this 1s not a 


I wish to say, Mr. Chairman, 
matter which comes in conflict 
any recommendation of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, because I believe it never was 


with 


before them. It isa matter which has been broucht 
up in consequence of peculiar circumstances, since 
the action of the Committee of Ways and Means 
upon this bill, F 

The amendment relates to a quantity of about 
six acres of land, contiguous to land now owned 
by the United States Government, and which the 
Government has been atiempting, as | understand, 
for about twenty years to buy, because it is ne- 
cessary for the protection of property there, and 
which it has only lately been able to purchase upon 
fair terms. 

Now, I canstate, that by a map which has been 
delivered to me, made under the direction of the 
superintendent or commandant of the yard there, 
this land is necessary. But I am met here with 
the declaration, by my friend from Michigan, 
[Mr. Srvuarr,} that the recommendation of the 
commandants of the yards, and officers of the 
Navy, are not worth a picayune. I was exceed- 
ingly surprised to hear such a remark from so 
sensible a gentleman as the member from Michi- 
gan. The advices of men who are familiar with 
these matters, who are upon the ground and know 
all about them, not worth apicayune! Who un- 
derstands matters about your navy-yards? Is there 
any one here who comes from those navy-yards? 
Is there any one familiar with all their wants? You 
must rely upon these persons. They are appointed 
for the purpose of examining into these matters, 
and to give us their recommendations, The gentle- 
man from Michigan comes forward and says that 
their recommendation is not worth onecent. The 


gentleman had better have gone one step further, 
and, with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Cartrer] 
say: Let the Navy perish. That is the only ques- 
tion. Take care of your Navy—take care of your + 
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roperty—or let your Navy perish. That is th® 


i # 
issue how presented to the committee. 

I understand that the Congress of the United 
States, at its last session, made an appropriation 
to purchase a quamtity of land contiguous to the 
navy-yard at New York, for which $285,000 was 
paid. We propose to buy six acres of land, which 

are very necessary, and which we are able now 
to get for $9,000. Let me state one or two reasons 
why this should be done. There are contiguous 
to this land several public buildings, and there 
have been built upon these six acres shanties of 
combustible materials, exceedingly liable to take 
fire, and which, by taking fire, might consume 
460,000 or $70,000 worth of public property. 
These six acres also extend very near to those 
timber sheds, in which all this property has been 
stored, and of which my colleague from the Nor- 
folk district [Mr. Mitison] has just spoken. | 
wish gentlemen to understand that Norfolk is not 
in my district. As I have before said, this land 
extends nearly to these timber sheds, and if it is 
not bought by the Government, it will be built up 
entirely down to them with combustible shanties; 
and instexd of appropriating $9,000 for this pur- 
chase, the Government may shortly lose $100,000 
by the destruction of property by fire. Its pur- 
chase is recommended by the Secretary of the 
Navy, and by the commandant of the yard. 

Mr. STUART. I did not make use of any 
such term as the gentleman says I did. I did not 
the term picayune. Not being a southern 
man, it is a name for coin I know nothing about. 

[ said that these recommendations come to us 
from officers in the Navy, and were not, from the 
very nature of things, and from the nature of men, 
for that reason, entitled to much weight. Let a 
man be a commandant of a navy-yard, and let 
him recommend to Congress what amount of 
money ought to be there expended, and in what 
way, and I submit to this committee, without fear 
of contradiction, that if you will adopt that as the 
principle, your whole Treasury will not supply 
his wants and his recommendations. 

Now, take this very case. They want six more 
acres of land, at a cost of $9,000, and then they 
want, at least, one side of thatland walled in with 
this same sea-wall, because it is necessary in order 
to carry out the plan of these officers of the Navy. 
What great good grows out of it? Any? Sir, I 
see none; but I do not profess to be so advised 
upon this subject as to be able to instruct this 
committee. It is for that reason that I, for one, 
feel much more secure in relying upon the action 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, andif that 
committee is disposed to urge retrenchment in our 
Navy expenditures, I am disposed to stand by it. 
It is the principle against which I contend—that 
principle which allows an officer of the Navy to 
make a recommendation for the expenditure of 
money, and that to be reason enough why Con- 
gress should vote it. I deny the correctness of 
the logic, and deny that that is safe"action. 

Mr. EVANS. I move to increase the amount 
to $10,000. I have examined this subject a little, 
in connection with the maps and plans. I do not 
prepens to take any part in this general naval de- 

ate. The Secretary of the Navy has examined 
this matter, and the commandant says that the 

Government has been endeavoring to purchase 
this land for some years, but that it has been held 
heretofore by an individual who would not part 
with it at all. They have at length prevailed upon 
him, if Congress will buy it; and it is stated, and 
I believe truly, that if it is purchased, it will be 
valuable property to the United States. If that be 
the case, and { have no doubt of it, this amend- 
ment ought to be regarded in a different light from 
that in which the Committee of Ways and Means 
view it. The purchase of this small piece of land 
at a cheap rate—and it is cheap considering every- 
thing—may possibly, and, indeed, probably will 
save us from a great deal of expense hereafter. 
Sudden conflagrations are not unusual at all in our 

towns, particularly in our southern towns, and the 
large ship-sheds, and timber-sheds of the Gov- 

ernment may be consumed; and we will lose an 
amount of property much greater in value than 

the amount contained in this appropriation. I 

trust, therefore, the committee will adopt it. 

Mr. MILLSON. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment, and in favor of the original amendment 
offered by my colleague [Mr. Bococx] from the 
Committee on Naval Affairs 


use 
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| have risen for the purpose of saying a word 
or two, to give the House some information in re- 
vard to the facts. I never heard of this appropri 
ation until within a few days past. The sugges. 
tion is made by the Secretary of the Navy and by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. I will state that 
the extent of the Norfolk navy-yard is now less 
than that of other navy-yards of less importance 
The New York navy-yard contains about one 
hundred and eighteen acres. The navy-yard at 
Norfolk, much more important, much more useful, 
as I conceive, contains only about seventy-nine 
acres. 

I am informed by my colleague, [Mr. Bococx,] 
and from other sources, that this land is desired, 
and I believe it would be advantageous to extend 
the yard in that direction. 

I am in favor of the original amendment, and as 
I am informed that the land can be purchased for 
$9,000—that being the amount asked by the pres 
ent proprietor—and as the amendment is to in- 
crease it to $10,000, which amount is not required, 
I am opposed to it. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Evans, and it was not agreed to. 

The question now being upon the adoption of 
the amendment of Mr. Bocock, 

Mr. BOCOCK asked for tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. SurHeRLAND, and Stanton 
of Kentucky, were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 34, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


Mr. CABELL, of Florida. Iam instructed by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, in the following 
section, viz:— 

** Pensacola, Florida: Towards completing permanent 
wharf, to complete guard-house and kitchen, to complete 
yard railway and repair old track, to complete extension of 
central wharf, to rebuild east wall of cistern No. 26, for ice 
house, repairs of cisterns Nos. 14 and 25, and repairs of all 
kinds, #838,044°°— 
after the word **wharf,’’ to insert the following: 

‘¢ For extension of smithery and machine shop, for whart 
on eastside of yard, four new forges and chimneys’’— 


- 


and to increase the appropriation to $162,782. 


As | have stated, I am instructed by the com- 
mittee to submit that amendment, but I have very 
little expectation that it will pass. It seemsto me 
that the Committee of Ways and Means have mo- 
nopolized to themselves all the business of this 
Congress. The recommendations of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, of the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, and of all the various committees of 
the House, are treated with contempt, atthe in- 
stance of the chairman of the}Ways and Means, 
who assumes that his committee are alone to say 
what is essential and what is proper, and that the 
House must vote for, and adopt without alteration 
or amendment, all of their recommendations, and 
against all others. 

‘Mr. HOUSTON. Mry friend is too intelligent 
a gentleman to indulge in such remarks as those 
towards the Committee of Ways and Means. I 
assure him, and he must have known it, that we 
have acted upon nothing which was not committed 
to us by the House. 

Mr. CABELL. I am not speaking of that. 
My point is that the Committee of Ways and 
Means come to us, and say that we must act ac- 
cording to their recommendation, and that unless 
we do adhere to it, improper legislation will be the 
result, or some argument of that kind. We see 
the honorable chairman passing the word around 

| the House, that unless you pass his bills exactly 
as they are, the appropriations necessary to carry 
on the Government may be lost. Everything 
must, therefore, be opposed, except what comes 
from that committee. The House seems to have 
acquiesced in this, and is saved the trouble of 
thinking for itself; and I have not much expecta- 
tion of the passage of the amendment I propose, 
but introduce it because it is recommended by 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, and because |! 
deem it proper and essential, and because its 
adoption is urged by the Secretary of the Navy, 
and head of the Bureau of Yards and Docks. 

The geographical position of Florida is unfor- 
tunate for the interests of the whole country. She 

| has a sea-coast of twelve hundred miles in extent, 
| and is therefore brought very much in communi- 
‘cation with the General Government. Unfortu- 
nately she has but one Representative upon this 
| floor, and consequently an influence only in pro- 
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portion. The importance of this navy-yard at 
ensacola is admitted upon all hands; and the 
completion of the works there is recommended 
by the proper officers of the Government. The 
Secretary says that it is essential to the commer- 
cial interest of the whole valley of the Mississippi. 
I beg to read a short extract from the report of 
Commodore Smith, indorsed by the Secretary: 


‘‘It is due to the great western portion of our country, 
that a navy-yard of the most efficient character be main- 
tained on the waters of the Gulf of Mexico. That sea ne- 
cessarily, from natural causes, has become a most import- 
ant channel of navigation and commerce ; and when the 
three passage Ways across the continent that are contem 
plated—connecting the Atlantic and Pacific oceans—shall 
be available, it will become yet more so; and should col 
lision or war with foreign Powers take place, these waters 
will become the prominent theater of action, and the 
stronger naval power engaged will command the termini of 
these passuge-ways, as well as the mouth ofthe Mississippi. 
The importance, therefore—indeed [| would say the neces- 
sity—of fostering the navy-yard in that quarter, is fully ap- 
parent.”’ 

The whole country, especially the great West— 
the constituents of my friend from Ohio, and others 
who oppose this appropriation—are much more 
interested in this navy-yard than are the people of 
Florida. I had a right to expect their codpera- 
tion instead of their opposition. 

I have a word more to say in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer,] all of whose 
arguments strike at the existence of a Navy. I, 
like him, am in favor of the reforms in that service 
which have been proposed. [f advocated the Col- 
lins line of steamers. I advocated the contract 
system for the construction of steamers. I desire 
to see the effect of that competition of which he 
spoke. But I will say to that gentleman, and | 
know that his intelligence must convince him of 
the truth of the statement, that these navy-yards 
are as absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
the class of vessels he wishes to see substituted 
for the present system, as they are to our existing 
naval establishment. ; 

In regard to the improvements asked for in this 
{, | will state further to him and the gentleman 

ou Michigan, [Mr. Srvarr,] that not one of the 
appropriations I propose, and which were stricken 
out by the Committee of Ways and Means, is for 
** the embellishment of the yard.’’ The improve- 
ment is »ot for ** the officers or offices,’’ but for the 
workingmen. One portion of the amendment pro- 
vides for machine-shops and forges, which are 
deemed absolutely necessary to the secure and 
economical completion of the works, and the in- 
creased appropriation is essential, and if not made 
now will be asked for next year. The work has 
to be done some time or other; the money is 
in the Treasury, and it is deemed a matter of 
economy that it should be done now. For the 
reasons | have stated, | hope the amendment will 
be adopted. The Committee of Ways and Means 
cut down the estimates of the Department from 
$162,782 to $88,044. My motion is to restore 
the original appropriation. 

Mr. CARTTER. lam opposed to the amend- 
ment, for the reason that I fully concur with the 
Committee of Ways and Means in their effort to 
restrict the expenditures at these navy-yards, and 
for the reason lying back of that: if the improve- 
ment of these navy-yards is to result in the prod- 
uct they have heretofore produced, then I go for 
destroying them. When my friend from Florida, 
and the friends of these navy-yards, will bring 
forth craft and put them into daily service in car- 
rying your mails and your ministers, instead of 
sending them on three years’ cruises to lay dis- 
mantled and idle in the Bay of Naples, with the 
officers on shore idling, I will extend as liberal 
appropriations as he will forthe Navy. But until 
you curtail the proportions of the Navy, until it 


is whipped by a rival marine that does partake of | 


civil qualities, you may spend and expend upon 
it from now till eternity without producing any 
reform. I became satisfied three years ago, that 
the only way to regenerate this Navy was to 
starve it out, and to patronize a rival militia upon 
the seas. Why, sir, hoes was it in your Mexican 
war with these old hulks floating around your 
docks at New Orleans? You had to hire merchant 
craft to transport your soldiers. They had raised 
themselves above that practical employment. 
Much has been said by gentlemen on this floor 
of the great value of the Navy tothe country. 
They are careful to deal in general terms, and are 
cautious to avoid any detailed statement from 
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| which its aggregate value can be estimated. Now, 
sir, | have taken the trouble to ascertain, from a 
reliable source, the history of a three years’ cruise, 
from which one of the finest ships of the Navy 
has recently arrived, from which a pretty correct 
estimate may be formed of the whole concern. 
The razee Independence, the flag-ship of the 
squadron in the Mediterranean sea, under the com- 
mand of Commodore Charles W. Morgan, ar- 
rived at Naples from the United States, on the 14th 
of September, 1849, and sailed thence for home | 


on the 29th day of March, 1852, having been upon | 


that station over two and a half years. 

Now, sir, will it be credited, that, of these thirty 
months and over, SEVENTEEN MONTHS (five hun- 
dred and ten days) were passed in idleness—at 
anchor in the beautiful bay of Naples, a locality 
of less commercial interest to the United States 
than almost any other capital in the Mediterra- 
nean—and that more than FIVE MONTHS Were passed 

| at anchor in the bay of Spezzia, making nearly 

| TWENTY-THREE MONTHS, Out of thirty months, 
squandered between Naples and Spezzia, both of 
the smallest commercial consideration ? 

During all this time, or very nearly all of it, 
Commodore Morgan lived on shore with his fam- 
ily, visiting the Independence only at rare inter- 
vals. His continued absence from duty does not 

| appear from the log-book of the ship, but was 
| known to all. He rarely, if ever, as I am in- 
| formed, visited any of the ships of the squadron 
for exercise or inspection, and never practiced his 
squadron of five ships in fleet-sailing, naval evo- 
lutions, or gun practice. Once only, in a ser- 
vice of three years, the crew of his flag-ship were 
exercised in target-firing! It is presumed that the 
Secretary of the Navy did not neglect to give di- 
rections, in regard to these important matters, in 
his letter of instructions,to Commodore Morgan. 
| And yet, Mr. Preston and Mr. Graham, in their 
official annual reports, speak in terms of praise 
and commendation of the activity of the Mediter- 
ranean squadron! Now, sir, Commodore Mor- 
gan will have credit, inthe Navy Register, for more 
than three years’ ‘‘ sea service,’’ for this cruise— 
| let us see with what justice or propriety. In all 
the year 1850, he was at sea in the Independence 
not over forty-eight days, ten days of which 
the ship was towed about by the steamer Missis- 
sippi! In 1851 he was at sea in his flag-ship but 
seventeen days, and twelve days in the Mississippi, 
the residue of that year, about eleven months, 
having been passed with his family at Naples, or 
at the baths of Lucca in the interior of Tuscany. 
Thus for seventy-seven days afloat, or at sea in 
these two years, this commodore is allowed his full 
sea pay and credited for sea service. 

I understand it to be required by the naval 
regulations, that the broad pennant of a commo- 
dore shall be constantly displayed from the main- 
top of his flag-ship. And yet, in the face of this 
regulation, during the summer of 1851, which 
Commodore Morgan passed at Lucca, he sent the 
Independence on a cruise, with instructions to 
hoist his broad pennant on a given day, and the 
pennant, the insignia of his presence, was worn 
on that ship, when he was a thousand miles dis- 
tant from her; but subsequently, for some reason 
known to himself, the captain of the ship hauled 
it down, and there ceased to be any evidence of 
the presence of a commodore on the station for a 
considerable time, although he was receiving his 
$4,000 per annum for his arduous services. 

Now, it is an interesting inquiry, what was the 
expense to the Government of this memorable 
cruise ? 

From the best information which | have been 
able to obtain, the cost of a ship of the class of 

| the Independence, properly officered and manned, 


the ‘* Sailors’ Magazine,’’ the cost of a razee is 
ut down $200,000, or a little over $500 per day. 
Vill any one suppose, while at this immense out- 
lay, that the commodore, while his ship was lying 
idle in the Bay of Naples, would hire a merchant 
| vessel to bring sappiles of provisions from the 
depét at Spezzia to Naples? This was actually 
done in the winter of 1852, and the cost of the 
charter of the vessel charged to the Government. 
Whether that charge has been allowed at the De- 
partment, I have not learned. It will be a subject 
of future inquiry. 
Such, sir, has been the cruise of one of your 
best ships, and such the honor which has been 
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conferred upon the nation by one of the squadrons 
of your gallant Navy. 

In the early part of December, 1851, orders 
were sent from the Navy DePartment to Commo- 
dore Morgan to return to the United States with- 
out delay; and yet he disregarded that order, to 
prolong his winter’s residence at Naples until the 
29th of the following March. His excuse for this 
disobedience was, that the state of affairs in 
France required his presence. What protection 
was or could be afforded by an idle frigate in the 
Bay of Naples, to the general interests of the 
country in France, it would puzzle a wise man to 
tell. The truth is, the commodore did not relish 
a winter passage to the United States, and pre- 
ferred his ease at Naples. 

This disobedience of orders cost Uncle Sam a 
round sum. The delay of five months may be 
set down at $60,000 at least. : 

But this was not all. The period of service for 
which most of the men had shipped, had expired, 
and the Government were subjected to the pay- 
ment of twenty-five per cent. advance upon the 
wages of about four hundred men, who were un- 
justly and cruelly kept from their families and their 
homes, after their term of enlistment had expired, 
until he could find the weather sufficiently mild to 
enable him to cross the Atlantic with safety. 

It is not a little singular, that for a similar dis- 
obedience of orders, this same commodore was 
dismissed from the only command at sea which he 
had ever before had. I find that the late Secre- 
tary of the Navy, Mr. Upshur, recalled him from 


his command in Brazil, with this severe remark: 
‘Au officer who questions the orders of the Department 

instead of obeying them, is no longer fit to be intrusted 

with command. Your successor having been appointed, 


you are at liberty to return.”’ 


The passage of the Independence from the Rock 
of Gibraltar to the United States, was an extraor- 
dinary one—bel ig forty-two d Lys to New York-— 
while the merchant vessel Arabellino, which left 
Gibraltar simultaneously with the Independence, 
arrived in New York in fwenty-four days 

When the frigate arrived, she had t six bar 
rels of pork, and no beef, for her officers and crew 

With the valuable wind charts of Lieutenant 
Maury on board, in utter disregard of their direc- 
tions, the ship was navigated to latitude 21° 30° 
north, on her passage from Gibraltar to New York, 
and thus secured the gentle breezes and tranquil 
seas of a southern passage, which were, no doubt, 
quite agreeable to the lady passengers. 

If, Mr. Chairman, | have done injustice to this 
officer or the naval service, by this exposition, my 
justification must be found in the truth of every 
part of the statements which I have made. 

It is no wonder, sir, that the service is at alow 
ebb, when such is a sample of duties performed 
by our squadrons. 

Now, how idle it is to build up and extend navy- 
yards with this unproductive and disgraceful result 
to the nation. When the gentleman shall propose 
that every ship fitted out at your navy-yards shall 
enter your mail service, and that your midshipmen 
upon their decks shall feel the sea-breeze and en- 
counter the storms; that those ships shall be 
equipped for the service and the defense of the Re- 

yublic, [ will vote as liberally as any other man, 
but until I see that reformation take its beginning, 
I will not vote one cent. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move to reduce the appro 
priation to one dollar. 

The amendment of the gentleman from Florida 
is to strike out $88,044, the amount now in the 
bill, and in lieu thereof to insert $162,782; so that 
the appropriation, if the amendment be adopted, 
will be— 

For the Pensacola navy-yard, $162,762 

Now, without proposing to discuss particularly 
the merits of this amendment, I will say that the 
Committee of Ways and Means, in considering 
this bill, examined as carefully as they could this 
item, and agreed to appropriate for the Pensacola 
navy-vard all they believed necessary, under the 
circumstances, and no more. I think now, as I 
thought then, that the allowance made by the 
committee was unreasonably liberal, in proportion 
to what was allowed in other cases; but as it was 
agreed to and put in the bill, I was not disposed 
to disturb it here. I am opposed to the amend 
ment, and hope the committee will not adopt it. 

We have heard much complaint in regard to the 
action of the Committee of Ways and Means. | 
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do not propose seriously to answer it, nor attempt 


io justify the conduct of that committee, because | 
I do not believe that st is necesssary to do so be- | 


fore the committee or the country. 


W hat is the great crime of which they are guilty ? 


What is it the 
Committee of Ways and Means have tried to do? 


I:verybody complained of the great, the enormous | 


expenditures of the Government, and nowhere 
more than in this naval department, and this 


committee have sought where they could retrench | 


these outrageous expenditures, 
they have not done enough. 
sufficiently deep. 


In my judgment, 
They have not cut 
They have not used the knife 
enough; but this is not what is complained of by 
gentlemen. ‘These allegations are not particu- 


lar, but are put before the country in the gross. | 
Go and then | 

I am not afraid of the ver- | 

My friend from Florida makes 


‘They will go out with our action 
let the country judge. 
di not all, sir. 
a new allegation—he takes a new tack. It is not, 
as ! understand, thet the Committee of Ways and 
Means have allowed too much, though he offers 


an amendment to increase the amount we report | 
here, but he complains that that committee are at- | 


tempting to grasp all jurisdiction—to take the con- 
trol of everything. 
it would have been a good cause of complaint. It 
is because we have not reported enough; because 
we have not covered as large an amount as he 
thinks we should have; because we have not rec- 
ommended appropriations we thought unneces- 
sary, that he gets up, offers his amendment, and 


asks the committee to override our action. But 
in the same breath, we are told that we grasp too 


Had we done any such thing | 


much, and take the whole influence of Congress | 


within our jurisdiction. I know it has been the 
practice to put on appropriation bills every descrip- 
tion of measures, and particularly every kind of 
claim, public and private, which can come before 
Congress. Itis a wrong practice, one deeply to 
be lamented, and I hope that the committee will 
sustain the Ways and Means in their endeavor to 
reform it. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I am opposed 


to the amendment, and hope the debate upon this 
matter may cease. I think the question is well 
understood, The Committee of Ways and Means 
think that certain objects for expenditure at the 
various navy-yards are unnecessary, which the 


officers at those yards, the heads of bureaus, the | 


Secretary of the Navy, the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, and gentlemen acquainted with those various 
matters, think are necessary. The committee have 
determined that the Ways and Means did right, 
and that the head of the executive department, 
heads of bureaus, officers, and the Committee on 


Naval Affairs, were all wrong. The Whigs on this | 


side of the committee refuse to sustain their Ad- 
ministration, and the Democrats refuse to appro- | 


priate money to sustain the public works until the 
Admnmnistration they expect comes in. 
timent seems to be against the navy-yards and for 
stopping improvements in them. If that be the 


case there is no necessity for further discussion. | 
‘The question has been decided over and over again, | 


and | am not disposed to say anything more, 


Mr. HiBBARD., 


the amendment. 

The question was then takenen the amendment 
of Mr. Hissarp, and it was rejected. 

‘The question was then taken upon Mr. Ca- 
pbeLL’s amendment, and it was rejected. 

The following section was read: 

“Memphis, Tennessee : 
ditches, cisterns, for rope-walk, hemp-house, store-house, 


(one wing) complete, railing for vertical wall, and repairs of 
all kinds, $47,043 34." 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I am under the | 
necessity of offering the amendment which I send | 


to the Chair, and upon which I will say a single 
word: 

After the word “for,’’ in that section, insert “ excava- 
tion and embankment,”’ 
and increase the aspropriation to $67,000. 


I desire to say to my friend from Ohio [Mr. 
Carrrer] that this is not for an improvement in 
a navy-yard—and it is not for an improvement to 
adorn a navy-yard, but it is for the purpose of 
doing justice—a small measure of justice to the 
only establishment of the kind we have in the 
West to spin the American hemp, which is made 
in the valley of the Mississippi; and which, I be- 
lieve, by the recent disposition manifested by the 


The sen- | 


I concur entirely with the | 
gentleman, and trust the question will be taken on | 


For pavements, drains, and || 





| 
| 
| 


Navy Department, is to be cut down to a rope- 
walk. 
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There are a good many fearful holes upon | 


the ground owned by the Government, contiguous | 
to the various buildings; which, for all the pur- | 


poses of convenience and for sanatory purposes, 
and to preserve the Realth of those cagloyed there, 
ought to be filled up. This amendment is to re- 
store the appropriation of $20,000 estimated for 
by the Department. If this property is to besold, 


or whatever is to be done with it, this work ought | 


to be finished. I do not know upon what princi- 


ple gentlemen have proposed to strike out that | 
particular part of the appropriation, whether the | 


property is to be sold or retained. If it were pri- 


vate property—if it were my property to-day—if | 
it were the property of any prudent man having | 


the money, he would have the work done himself 


upon his own premises. Itis absolutely indispens- | 


able. That is all I have to say. 
The question was then taken upon Mr. Stan- 
Ton’s amendment, and it was rejected. 


The following section was then read: 


** San Francisco, California: For completing the floating || 


dry-dock, $360,000. °? 

Mr. PHELPS. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to strike out that sec- 
tion. The $360,000 embraced in this item was 
included in the deficiency bill. There is no ne- 
cessity for this appropriation being here. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Puetrs’s 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. PRICE. | offer the following amendment 
to come in after that clause, viz: 


For completing the war steamer authorized by the act of | 


Cougress, approved April 14, 1842; and the Secretary of the 
Navy is hereby required to have the same completed with 
the least possible delay, and the money appropriated by said 
act shall be appled to the purpose. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
tfon of order. This same proposition was ruled 
out by the committee some days ago. 

Mr. PRICE. It is presented in an entirely dif- 
ferent form. 

Mr. VENABLE. The substance is the same. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair will remark to 
the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. Price,}] 


I rise to a ques- 


| propriation. ; 
| appropriation provided for by the Committee of 
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by annexing thereto, or incorporating therewith, any other 
bill or resolution pending before the House.’’ 


Mr. PRICE. I take an appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. Price] submitted an amendment, 
which the Chair has decided to be out of order. 
The question now is, ** Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?”’ 

Mr. SKELTON demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. StratTon and Stuart were 
ap yointed, 

he question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported that there were—ayes 65, noes 57. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I will submit the following 
amendment: 


For paving, grading, building pier of wharf No. 4, and 
prosecuting other improvements in the Philadelphia navy- 
yard necessary for the preservation of the property therein, 
$29,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. We have passed the point 
where that should come in. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will remark a 
question of order is made, that we have passed the 
proper point. 

Mr. FLORENCE. There is a necessity that 
these repairs should be made. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state again 
that a point of order is made, and the amendment 
is not in order at this time. 

The following section was then read: 


‘¢ For hospital at New York; for fence round garden, re- 
pairs of buildings, painting, white-washing, clearing up 


| grounds, &c., at hospital, and for completing fence and wall 
| around the burial ground, $8,993.’ 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. [ am instruct- 
ed by the Committee on Naval Affairs, at the sug- 
gestion of the Secretary of the Navy—I have a 
letter from him upon the subject—to move to re- 
store the amount estimated for repairs at this hos- 
pital, $18,151, instead of the amount in this ap- 
I will simply say that the items of 


Ways and Means are precisely the same, with the 
exception of a wharf-tax, which is a small item. 


| Ido not know how it is that the Committee of 


that the substance of the amendment is the same | 


as that offered a few days ago; ‘and the Chair | 


would give as an additional reason upon which to 


rule it out of order, that there is a bill for the same | 


object—for the building of this vessel—pending 
betore the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. PRICE. I will call the attention of the 
Chair, and the committee, to the law making an 


appropriation for that object. 1 ask the Clerk to 
read it. 


The CHAIRMAN. 
the law will be read. 
The law was then read, as follows: 


If there is no objection 


** An act authorizing the construction of a war steamer for | 


harbor defense. 

‘*Sec. 1, Be it enacted bythe Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to enter into contract with Robert L. 
Stevens for the construction of a war steamer, shot and 
shell proof, to be built principaily of iron, upon the plan of 
the said Stevens : Provided, The whole cost, including the 
hull, armament, engines, boilers, and equipment, in all re- 


cost of the steamers Missouri and Mississippi. 


| ment. 


| this fence. 


spects complete for service, shall not exceed the average || 


Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That the sum of || 


$250,000 be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


| towards carrying this law into effect. 


** Approved April J4th, 1842.” 
Mr. PRICE. 
8ist rule, to show the committee most distinctly 


| that this amendment is proper and pertinent. The 


| 


work is now under construction. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will remark || 
that he has read the 81st rule, and regards it as | 
|, cutting off this amendment. 


I ask the Clerk to read the rule. |! 


Mr. PRICE. 
The 81st rule was then read, as follows: 


**No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto for 


any expenditure not previously authorized by law, unless | 


in continuation of appropriations for such public works and 
objects as are already in progress, and for the contingencies 


1 will call your attention to the | 


| 
| 


i 
| 
| 
} 


for carrying on the several Departments of the Govern- || 


ment.’’ 


The CHAIRMAN. The 55th rule will now | 


also be read. 


The 55th rule was then read, as follows: 


** No motion or proposition on a subject different from that 
under consideration shall be admitted under color of amend- 
ment. No bill or resolution shall at any time be amended 
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| less than half that amount. 
| Waysand Means can show that this work can be 
| done, and done well, for half that amount, why 
| our amendment ought to be rejected. 


Ways and Means can arrive at the conclusion 
that the work which the Secretary of the Navy, 
and those who have control] of these measures, 
have estimated as costing $18,151, can be done for 
If the Committee of 


But if not, 
and if this work cannot be done for less than the 


| Department have estimated, and carefully esti- 


mated, then the amount ought to be restored. I 
have been instructed by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs to offer the same amendment with regard 
to the other hospitals; but if the House is not 
disposed to adopt this amendment, I shall not 
offer the others. 

Mr. PHELPS. I am opposed to this amend- 
The Committee of Ways and Means saw 
fit to leave $5,000 for the purpose of completing 
At that time the committee were not 
advised of the amount of unexpended appropria- 
tion, for the support and maintenance of the hos- 
pital in New York. Onthe Ist of July, there was 
$30,409 of unexpended appropriation for the main- 
tenance of the hospital in the city of New York. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. That is for 


| maintaining the hospital. 


Mr. PHELPS. Any further appropriation is 
therefore unnecessary. 

Mr. STANTON. That is for medical expenses. 

Mr. PHELPS. Not entirely for medical? ex- 
penses. Theitem embraces medical expenses and 
others. 

Mr. STANTON. Not repairs. 

Mr. PHELPS. But, lest any difficulty might 
arise, I shall not try to modify the bill, but shall 
content myself with opposing the amendment of 


| the gentleman from Tennessee. 


Mr. WALSH. I move to amend the amehd- 
ment by increasing the amount $100. : 

It does seem to me, that the answer given by 
the gentleman from Missouri, a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, is no answer at 
all. That unexpended appropriation is for medi- 
cal attendance; this appropriation is for improve- 


| ments connected with the building. 


} 
| 
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Mr. STANTON. Will the gentleman allow 
me to say that that unexpended appropriation 1s 








1852. 
not only for medical attendance, but for the sup- 
port of the patients in the hospital. 

Mr. WALSH. The balance of the unexpended 
appropriation is for medical attendance. This ap- 
propriation proposed by the Naval Committee is 
for improvements of the establishment. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Mary- 
land is mistaken in relation to this matter. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It has nothing to do with 
medicine at all. 

Mr. PHELPS. This unexpended balance for 
the support of the hospital does not embrace any 
portion of the expense incurred in the supply of 
medicines—not a particle of it, as the gentleman 
will see by referring to the naval appropriation bill 
of the last session of Congress. 

Mr. WALSH. For what purposes is it, then? 

Mr. PHELPS. For plastering, painting, flag- 
ging, wall and fence round grave-yard 

Mr. WALSH. Does it include any one of the 
items recommended by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs? 

Mr. PHELPS. Yes; certainly. 

Mr. WALSH. [understand the chairman of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to say that it 
does not embrace the same items. 

Mr. PHELPS. Oh, yes, it does. 

Mr. WALSH. But apart from that, whether 
it is proper for this House to sustain the Naval 
Committee, and the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, against the assumed jurisdiction of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, as a general rule, I 
will not pretend to say but unquestionably this 
House, particularly in the present position of our 
affairs, should not allow that committee to overrule 
them by striking in the dark, to use a phrase not 
new in this House. I was surprised at the re- 
mark made by the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Hissarp,]} a little while ago, in the 
case where the Navy Department had estimated for 
the navy-yard at Pensacola the sum of $150,000, 
and the Committee of Ways and Means re- 
jected their estimate because it did not accord with 
what was given to other places. Now, here are 
estimates coming from the Navy Department, 
through the Naval Committee, upon information 
supplied by the bureaus connected 

Mr. HIBBARD. The gentleman has misunder- 
stood my reason. The reason I gave was that we 
considered the appropriation not necessary. 

Mr. WALSH. They considered it not neces- 
sary. On what evidence? 

Mr. HIBBARD. On sufficient evidence. 

Mr. WALSH. Why, here is an appellate court 
undertaking to onnree the court below, which 
has all the evidence—the estimates furnished by 
the bureaus whose business it is to attend to it, 








furnished by the naval commanders from the | 


proper sources upon which thatinformation should 
»e supplied. The committee, without any evi- 
dence, undertake to decide that the appropriations 
are not necessary. 

Mr. HIBBARD. If the gentleman’s position 
is right, that the estimates of the Department 
ought to be conclusive, of what use is the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and the after action 
of this House? 

Mr. WALSH. How can the committee de- 
termine unless they have the officers before them 
to give evidence? How shall they undertake to 
say that the $150,000 estimated for by the Depart- 
ment as necessary for Pensacola, is not necessary ? 
Shall they, uncontrolled and uninformed, reduce 
the amount, and yet keep the item in the bill? 

Now, a wordas to how this record is to be made 
up. Here, when it is complained that in our 
present difficulty, we have but one vessel of war 
to send to our northern frontier, and when the 
Committee on Naval Affairs tell you that these 
appropriations are necessary for the protection of 
our Navy—in this state of things we find this 
House reducing the estimates coming from the 
proper Department—the Navy Department—and 
refusing to pass the measures essential to our pro- 
tection. 


I saw a few days since, in the newspapers, that | 
the British fleet sent out here on the northeastern | 


coast, had already cleared the Bay of Fundy. I 
suppose that gentlemen by their votes in refer- 
ence to the reductions made by the Committee of 


Ways and Means, intend that they shall also clear | 


the Ba 


of New York, and the Bay of Pensacola. 
They 


ave already cleared the Bay of Fundy, || 
where they had no more jurisdiction than over the |) upon it. 


| Gulf of Mexico; and in the face of facts like these, | 


| you are to let it go out now to the country, that 
| this body of intelligent men, the special conserva- 
tors of the interests of the country, are voting 
against giving proper appropriations to our Navy, 
and upon the ground which is here insisted upon 
| as a reasonable and proper one, that our officers 
| engaged in the public service, oceasionally when 

they go 

[Here the hammer fell.} 

Mr. PHELPS. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment to the amendment. The gentleman from 
Maryland has paid a compliment to the intelligence 
of this committee, but permit me to tell him that 
I differ with him in relation to the facts about this 
unexpended balance. If the gentleman had re- 
| ferred to the appropriations made at the last Con- 
| gress, he would have found that among the items 
| for the hospital at New York, there was an ap- 
propriation made at each session for the purpose 
of inclosing this burying-ground, and building 
fences, and that on the first of July last, there was 
an unexpended balance of appropriations for the 
| hospital at New York of $30,409. 
| Mr. BROOKS. The hospital is not in the city 
of New York. 

Mr. PHELPS. I speak of the hospital in the 
neighborhood of New York. 

Mr. VENABLE. it is the same thing. 

Mr. PHELPS. I know the hospital is not in 
the city. At the first session of the last Congress, 
the following appropriation was made for that 
| hospital at New York 

** For paving, grading, completing sewers, wall and fence 
round burying-ground, and current repairs, $16,000.”° 

Mr. TAYLOR. I wish the gentleman would 
inform the committee for what purpose the $30,000 
remaining unexpended was appropriated. 

Mr.PHELPS. That is what I am now show- 
ing. At the second session of the last Congress, 
$15,000 was appropriated for plastering, painting, 
repairs of furniture, wall round grave-yard, and 
| so forth. The Committee of Ways and Means 
| reduced the estimate at this session to $5,000 for 
the purpose of erecting a fence around that bury- 
ing-ground; and if they had been in possession of 
the fact at that time, that there was an unexpended 
balance of $30,000, it is probable that no further 
| appropriation would have been recommended. I 
think that the gentleman is Mfstaken when he says 
that this balance of appropriation to which I refer, 
is for the purpose of supplying medicines. It is 
for repairs and improvements about the hospital 
and grounds. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Do I under- 
stand the gentleman to say that $16,000 was ap- 
propriated the year before last, and $15,000 last 

ear? 

Mr. PHELPS. Sixteen thousand dollars were 
appropriated at the first session of the last Con- 
gress, and $15,000 at the second session. How 
much there had been appropriated at preceding 
| Congresses, I am not prepared to say. : 

Mr. STANTON. That makes $31,000 for the 
two fiscal years, and the gentleman says there is 
an unexpended balance of $30,000. There could, 
then, have been nothing spent. 

Mr. PHELPS. There have been previous ap- 
propriations and previous balances brought along 
from year to year. | am not now prepared to 
turn to the documents which show the amounts 
appropriated at former Congresses, but $31,000 
was appropriated for the hospital at New York 
during the last Congress, and there is now an un- 
expended balance of $30,000. I hope, therefore, 
that the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will not be adopted. 

Mr. WALSH. I withdraw my amendment to 
the amendment. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Stanton’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. BROOKS. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the clause relating 
to the hospital at New York: 


And to secure some proper place for the burial of sea- 
men who die in the New York hospital, $5,000. 











Mr. B. I propose that amendment for the ben- 
efit of the whole country, and if gentlemen will 
ive me their attention for a moment 
Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. Is that amendment in 
order? 
Mr. BROOKS. There is no doubt of it. 
Mr. CHASTAIN. I make a question of order 
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Mr. CABLE. It is not in pursuance of any 
law. 

Mr. BROOKS. Oh, yes, itis. It is as much 
in order as any appropriation in the bill. If the 
Chair has any doubt about it, I call his attention 
to the 148th line, where almost precisely the same 
words are used. It is in pursuance of the marine 
haspital fund laws. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that 
being upon the same general subject, it is in order. 

Mr. BROOKS. [call the attention of the House 
to the fact that this amendment is not for the ben- 
efit of my own constituents particularly, but for 
the seamen of the country generally, whe die in 
the city of New York. There are three hospitals 
in, or in the vicinity of, New York. One belongs 
to the United States, and isin Brooklyn. That 
is the hospital about which we have been debating, 
and belongs to the United States Government. 
Another, on Staten Island, is supported by the 
State of New York—liberally and cheerfully sup- 
ported. And the other is the New Yorkeity hos- 
pital, supported by the liberality of the people of 
that city. 

Now, the sailors who are in the hospital of the 
city of New York, though in a good degree main- 
tained by the charity of the people of that city 
while they are sick, are nevertheless, if they die 
there, buried in the Potter’s field. So that, when 
they die away from their friends, it is impossible 
to distinguish forty-eight hours after, in the con- 
fused mass of dead who are buried in that field, 
one grave from another. The greatest pang the 
sailor feels when he is about to die, is not so much 
the fear of death, as the utter impossibility of his 
friends being able to distinguish him from the con- 
fused mass of dead around him, even if they arrive 
within three or four days of the time of his death. 
It is therefore for the benefit of the seamen from 
distant places, who may die in the hospital at the 
city of New York, that I ask the adoption of this 
amendment. Itis forthe seamen from Louisiana, 
from New England, from the upper lakes, and for 
all those who may come to the city of New York, 
and there die amidst the million of people who are 
in and about the city of New York. I could por- 
tray a mournful picture, if I had the time, or if it 


| were necessary, of the sufferings of those seamen 


who come to that city unknown, and who, from 
sickness, are thrown into this hospital, to die there, 
and then to be buried in Potter’s field among crim- 
inals and paupers. 

The object of this amendment is to purchase a 
burying-ground for those seamen who die in this 
hospital. The hospital itself is supported, as [ 
said, by the liberality of the people of New York; 
but owing to the great value of grounds in that 


| vicinity, when sailors die there unknown, it is ne- 


| and paupers in the Potter’s field. 


| it will be necessary that the United States s 


| this municipal law. 


cessary that they should be buried with criminals 
L ask the adop- 
tion of this amendment, not so much, then, for the 
benefit of my own constituents, as for the benefit 
of all parts of the country, and [ am quite sure 
that no man who has any regard for this great 
body of serviceable men, or who has any heart 
for the sufferings of humanity, can possibly refuse 
so small an appropriation. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Brooxs’s 
amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE offered the following amend- 
ment to the section which provides for repairs, 


| &c., of the Philadelphia Naval Asylum: 


For curbing front on Shippen street, and paving street and 
sidewalk, $4,328. 
Mr. F. said: I submit this amendment because 
I seriously believe it to be an appropriation which 
ought to be made. There has been, or soon will 
be, a street opened upon the south side of the Naval 
Asylum. It has been the practice in the city of 
Philadelphia, and I suppose it is a question for 
the municipal corporation, in which this property 
is located, to decide—of taxing the property on 
both sides of the street for paving, and setting 
curb-stones for such street. If this street is opened 
hould 
pave and curb it upon the south side—for the Na- 
val Asylum is upon the south side of the street. 
There is an act of the Legislature which requires 
that all persons owning property shall conform to 
It is, therefore, necessary, in 
my estimation, that this appropriation should be 
made. 
Mr. VENABLE. Hasthis street been opened? 
Mr. FLORENCE. Iapprehend it has, or at 
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lenat it will he opened. It 18 necessary that the 


ITnited States should conform to this law, un- 
: authorities pass a law exempting that 

y from taxation; for there is no reason 

why the people of the district of Moyamensing, in 
which this Naval Asylum ts located, should be 


taxed for the benefit of the United States Govern- 
there may be an appropria- 
0 protect the property of the United States, 
it the United States shal! make such 


Mr. STUART. Do I understand the gentle- 


man from Pennsylvania to be advocating an ap- 

propriation for opening a street through the lands 
the United States, and for paving it after- 
: 

wa . 


Mr. FLORENCE. No, sir, it is not. 
Mr. STUART. Is this 
Mr. FLORENCE. 


Mr. STUART. 


street laid out? 
I cannot answer whether it 


Is there any authority of law 
which authorizes the appropriation ? 


I Ni E. 


Mr. FLOR i think there is; but | am 
' rene lto a ver at this time whether the 
atreet ia eady laid out or not. If it is not, it is 


ioon shall be. 

I understand the gentleman 
rom Pennsylvania to say that the United States 
yw obliged to open and pave this 


M FLORENCE. I did not say any such 


Mr. HIBBARD. 


Then I misunderstood the 


ge em 

M FLORENCE. I said no such thine. I 
iy streets were opened by the side of any 
uthgide of property—its owners 
Vi for curbing and paving the street: 
mm this imendment, because such a 
on will he necessary. I submit this prop- 
consideration of the com- 
il would be unfaithful to the trust re- 
me I did not n my humble ner, 
ur | d, the interests of my con- 
tre ram aconsecientious man. Lecome 
re to perform my duty, lL ask that justi eshallbe 
by this House, and by every member 
t { assure this committee that the 
rl l ask isa necessary and proper one. 
' onsible personally for any declaration 

ver Tmav make here. : 
Vir. WALSH if the gentleman will allow 
»that in all such eases as the one to 
he alludes, L think the Supreme Court has 
1 t tthe lecal thorities sh ill have power 
vy taxe They have decided that prop- 
é whicl e United States have jurisdic- 
ul he exempt from taxation. It is only 
‘ i ' eement entered into with the new 
wiblic lands in those States should 
xempt from taxation. All the property of the 
United States, except that specially guarded by 
: ial provisions, 1s liable t ) the operation 
iws in reference to taxation. I think 
h : which my friend from Pennsylvania 


reiers, is one wht h does not come under such 


sion, and the United States property, there- 


f t t point may be taxed according to the 
proviso of the State laws. 

The amendment was then disagreed to. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. T havean amendment 
which | desire to offer to the one hundred and 
eixty-first line 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


We have passed that sec- 
tron of ve bell, 

Mr. CABELL. Iknow it. I got up as soon 
as [ could, but the Clerk was reading so rapidly 
that he had passed before I could ret the ear of the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee having 
passed that section of the bill, the gentleman can- 
not offer his amendment except by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair decides 
that the eentleman cannot offer his amendment. 

Mr. CABELL. I appeal from the decision. 
[ think under the circumstances I am entitled to 

fier if 

Mr. ASHE. 

wed to offer it, 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee having 

issed that portion of the bill which the gentle- 
man desires to amend, it is not in order, according 


o 


I hope the gentleman will be al- 


to the rules of the House, to return to it except 
by unanimous consent. The Chair, however, 
hopes, under the circumstances, that no gentleman 
will object, and that the gentleman from Florida 
will be allowed to offer his amendment. 

There was no objection, and 

Mr. CABELL accordingly offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 

Strike out the words * $2,000” in line one hundred 


and sixty one, and insert ‘‘ $24,427,” so that the section 
will read as follows: 


At Pensaeola, for draining and filling up ponds, and so 
forth, $24,427. 

Mr. C. said: Mr. Chairman, the Committee of 
W aysand Means, of which | have already spoken, 
has undertaken to reduce this estimate of $24,427 
down to $2,000. This hospital at Pensacola hap- 
pens to be in the State of Florida, and as I stated 
before, is situated in a portion of the State where 
there are not more than about 10,000 people in 
that State living within sixty or one hundred 
miles. The State of Florida, therefore, has but 
little interest in it. It being situated at the ex- 
treme western point of the State, it is nearer the 
city of New Orleans than the city of Tallahasse. 
So it will be seen that I am not interested in this 
case to any very creat extent, although, because 
this hospital happens to beina portion of my dis- 
trict, 1am liable to certain remarks which have 
been made with reference to some of the other 
public works. 

sut I rise now for the purpose of asking this 
Committee of Ways and Means, inasmuch as I 
see the House have determined that they, and 
they alone, are to estimate for the House, that 
they will review their decision in reference to this 
item. The Committee on Naval Affairs, whose 
especial duty it is to have cognizance of this par- 
uicular subject, it seems, is not competent to rec- 
ommend to the House what ought to be done; 
but this Committee of Ways and Means, who 
have charge of the Army, the Navy, the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government, and of 
every other branch of the public service, know 
better what should be done for the good of the 
Navy than the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
whose especial duty itis to look to that branch of 
the service. 

Now, | ask any gember of the Committee of 
Ways and Means to say to the House why it is 
that this appropriation of twenty-four thousand 
and odd dollars was stricken out, and $2,000 in- 
serted in its place? If no sufficient reason can be 
given, I shall ask that this estimate be restored. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Florida 
desires to know why the Committee of Ways and 
Means have reduced the estimate sent in by the 
naval Department, to $2,000. I will explain to 
him by stating the detailed and specific estimates 
of the Department. J 

At Pensacola there is an estimate for a wall, 
which includes the hospital building and grounds, 
and also including naval materials, of $22,487. 
The other estimate is for draining and filling up 
ponds, $2,000. The latter estimate the committee 
retained in the bill; but the other, which the com- 
mittee believed wholly unnecessary at the present 
time, was stricken out. If it would tend to pro- 
vide for the comfort of the sick, or tend at all to 
provide for the health of those so unfortunate to 
be confined in the naval hospital, I am sure every 
member of this committee would vote to restore 
it; and if the Committee of Ways and Means 
had believed it would so provide, they would have 
embraced it in their recommendation. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman from Flor- 
ida, and some other gentlemen, have alluded 
to these recommendations made by the Naval 
Committee. Now, I should like to have some 
gentlemen show what authority they have for 
making these recommendations. The rule under 
which they are authorized to act, provides that 
they shall take into consideration such matters 
relative to the naval establishment as are referred 
to them by the House. Now, the estimates of 
the Department for maintaining and carrying on 
the Navy have never been referred to the Naval 
Committee by the House at all. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I will state to the 
gentleman from Indiana, that that portion of the 
President’s message which relates to the Navy, 
is always referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs by the House. 

The question was then taken on theamendment 
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offered by Mr. Case t, of Florida, and it was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, proposed the 
following amendment as a separate section: 

Be it further enacted, §c., That it shall be lawful to ap- 
point and commission eight surgeons and ten assistant sur- 
geons in the Navy, in addition to the numbers now author- 
ized by law in those grades ; and also, to enlist and employ 
in the naval service, in addition to the marines now auy- 
thorized by law, forty sergeants, forty corporals, twenty 
drummers, twenty fifers, and five hundred privates: Pro- 
vided, Thata number of ordinary seamen and landsmen, 
equal to this addition, shall be dispensed with, if the same 
can be done without injury to the service. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I feel bound to raise a ques- 
tion of order for the consideration of the Chair. 
That amendment, if I understand it, proposes to 
change the laws entirely in regard to the class of 
seamen referred to in the amendment. It proposes 
to dispense with some, and to create others, under 
a law not now in existence. 

Mr. STANTON. I will remark that my atten- 
tion was called to this subject by a letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy, urging the necessity of 
these changes. I have not had an opportunity to 
present it to the Committee on Naval Affairs, but 
i deemed it a matter of respect to the Secretary of 
the Navy to present the amendment. I have no 
doubt of the necessity of the amendment. 

| should like to have the letters read, if it is the 
pleasure of gentlemen; but if it is not, I am 
not disposed to trespass upon the time of the com- 
mittee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair regards this 
amendment as falling within the rule of order laid 
down, and therefore decides it out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. Its object is the carrying on 
the naval service. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair regards it as 
a proposition for increasing the naval force. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Sec. —. 4nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, a sum not exceeding $10,000, for the purchase of 
one thousand copies of the work on the ‘* Naval Dry-docks 
ofthe United States,*’ (by the Engineer in Chiefof the Navy) 
for the use of the members of the present Congress, the 
libraries of the different States and Territories, the libraries 
of the departments, bureaus, and navy-yards of the United 
States Government, and for international exchange. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a point of order. 
That amendment is not to carry out any existing 
law, and it is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair considers it 
out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. This publication is a very 
valuable one, and necessary to the useful and en- 
lightened discharge of the duties of the offices of 
some of the departments of the Government. I 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The question being, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?’’ it 
was put, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. McCORKLE offered the following amend- 
ment: 

And be it further enacted, That the accounting officers 
of the Treasury Department are hereby authorized to pay 
to the Navy commissioners, for expenses incurred while 
actually on duty in Oregon and California, to wit: from the 
first day of April, 1849, to the twenty-seventh day of No 
vember, 1850, double the pay of a commander in the Navy 
of the United States. 

Mr. DUNHAM. 
ment is not in order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 


amendment to be out of order. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Be it further enacted, That the proper accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury be, and they hereby are, authorized 
and directed to allow to the officers, petty officers, seamen, 
and marines of the United States Navy, who served in the 
Pacific ocean, on the coast of California and of Mexico, 
during the late war with Mexico and since that time, such 
additional compensation as shall be proportional to the 
extra compensation which has been paid or allowed to the 
officers and soldiers of the Army, who served on the same 
coast during the same period. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I raise the same point of 
order as to this amendment that I did to the pre- 
ceding one. as 

Mr. STANTON. I desire simply to say, that 
precisely such a provision as this was in the Army 
bill; and it is only making the appropriation for 

_ the Navy conform to that of the Army; and certain- 
| ly this ought not to be ruled out of order. Upon 


I submit that the amend- 








1852. 





THE co 








what vinciple i is it that the Committee of Waye | 


and Means can report a provision in the Army | 
bill of that sort in order, and when we propose to | 
make the Navy bill conform precisely with it, it | 
is not in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not to decide | 
upon the consistency of the course of the commit- |) 
tee. I understand that an amendment of that sort | 
was offered by the Committee of Ways and Means | 
to the Army bill. The Chair supposes that no 

objection was made to it. The Chair thinks sev- 
eral amendments were proposed by that commit- || 
tee to the Army bill, which were not objected to. || 

Mr. STANTON. Then there ought to be no 
objection to this. I takean appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

Thequestion now being, *‘ Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?”’ 
it was put, and there were, upon a division—ayes 
69, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


say to “the committee, that as are about fifty 
captains in the Navy from whom these heads of 
bureaus can be selected. There are about one 
hundred and fifty commanders. I 7 not pre- 
tend to a close accuracy of firures; but I have 
| been informed the number of commanders is one 
hundred and fifty. My amendment will increase 
the number from which the heads of bureaus are 
selected. These commanders are the most active 
and efficient officers of the Navy. If my friend 
from Ohio (Mr. Carrrer] really wants to see 
the Navy always ready for service—good 
vice—let him take these commanders, who will 


ser- 


| have to live to the age of Methuselah before be- 


coming captains, and give them the management 
of these bureaus. If that be done, a different as- 
pect of affairs will be presented. 

Mr. TAYLOR. If the gentleman will 


intro- 


| ducethe word ‘* civilian’’ before the word ‘* com- 


| manders,”’ I 


Mr. GAYLORD offered the following amend- || 


ment: 

That the sum of $18,000 be, and the same is hereby, ap- | 
propriated for the purpose of enabling the President of the 
United States to send a Commissioner to the Sandwich | 
Islands, to inquire into the expediency of instituting nego- 
tiations for the acquisition of those Islands by the United | 
States. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
of order upon that amendment. 

Mr. GAYLORD. It is perfectly in order. 

The CHAIRMAN The Chair thinks 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. GAYLORD. I appeal from the decision | 
of the Chair. 

The question was then put, ‘‘ Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee?’ and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND offered 
amendment: 

Sec. 
men who served in the 
John Franklin,” 
paid to them, 
who served in the ** Exploring Expedition. 


Mr. CARTTER. 
It is out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN 
that it is not in order. 

Mr. SUTHERLAN 
cision. 

The question was then put, ** Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- 
tee?’’ and it was decided inthe affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. RIDDLE offered 
ment: 

Sec. 3. 


I raise a question | 


the 


** Artic Expedition in search of Sir 
shall have the same extra compensation 


I object to the amendment. 
The Chair is of opinion 


I appeal from the de- 


the following 


And be it further enacted, 


the following | 


as was by law paid to the officers and men | 


amend- 


} ated: 


Ind be it further enacted, That the officers and | 


That the officers of | 


the medical and pay departments of the Navy shall hereafter | 


enjoy the same rank as officers of similar grades in the 
Army have had assigned them by law. 


Mr. HIBBARD. 
upon the amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that the 
amendment is not in order. 
Mr. BOW NE offered the following amendment: 


4nd be it further enacted, That it shall 
the President of the United States 


I raise a question of order 


be lawful for 


to appoint commanders || 


in the Navy, as well as captains, for chiefs of bureaus, of | 


navy-yards, and docks, and of ordnance and hydrography, 
and of construction, equipment, and repairs. 


Mr. HIBBARD. 
that it is not in order. 

Mr. BOWNE. I merely wish to say that it 
wae a reform measure, about which we talk 

a great deal. 

The CHAIRMAN 
amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. BOWNE. 
the Chair. 

Mr. STUART. 
be read before the question is taken on the appea 

The amendment was then again read, as above 
inserted. * 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the amendment conflicts with the 8st rule. 

Mr. STUART. I call for the reading of that 
rule. 

Several Voices. I object! I object! 

The question was then put, ** Shall the decision | 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- | 


tee?” and it was disagreed to, there being upon a | 


division—ayes 50, noes 63. 
Mr. BO Ni. I desire, Mr. Chairman, to 





I hope the amendment — 


| object to the amendment | 


The Chair decides the | 


I appeal from the decision of | 


| Whole on the state of 


believe that he will do much to 


strengthen his amendment. 

Mr. BOWNE declined modifying his amend- 
ment, 

‘The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of Mr. Bowne was agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY. I[submitthe following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the bill, 
ditional section: 

That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby 
cause asurvey to be made of the courses of navigation in 
and from Bebring’s Straits, and such parts of the Chinaand 
Java seas, and Stratts of Gaspar, as vessels employed in the 
whale fishery and China trade usually navigate ; and to pro 
vide a screw-steamer and two smail v suitable for 
the purpose, to be officered and manned, and equipped from 
the Navy. And the sum of $!20,000 is hereby appropriated, 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri 
Provided, ‘That the whole expense of fitting out these 
vessels shall not exceed the sum herein appropriated, and 
that the expedition shall be confined toa survey for nautical 
and commercial purposes. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I[think, Mr. Chairman, an 


amendment resting upon the same principle, if not 


as an ad- 


. 
authorized to 


covering the same substance, was ruled out of or- 
der, a day or two ago, to this bill. 
The CHAIRMAN, That is the fact; a similar 


amendment was ruled out of order. 
Mr. STANLY. All amendments cover the 
same substance, because they cover the ocean. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides 
amendment to be out of order. 


Mr. GOODENOW.. I move that 


1 
tne 


the commit- 


| tee do now rise, and report the bill. 


The question was taken,and the motion was 


| agreed to. 


Thecommittee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 


having resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. 
Fickiin) reported that the Committee of the 


the Union had had under 
consideration the state of the Union generally, and 
particularly House bill No. 244, making appropri- 
ations s for the naval service for the year ending 30th 


of June, 1853, and had directed him to report the 
same back to the House with sundry amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call for the previous ques- 


tion on the bill and amendments. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments will 
voted upon in mass, excepting those upon which 
a separate vote may be desired by any 
man. 

The amendments of the Committee of the Whole 
were then read by the Clerk. 

Those to which there was no ol n were 
agreed to. The question was then taken on the 
following amendment, upon which Mr. Venasre 
demanded a separate vote, and it was adopted: 

After the following: 

‘* For pay of superintendents, naval constructors, and all 
the civil establishments at the several navy-yards and sta- 
tions, $90,9607°— 
add the following: 


“And the Navy agent at Memphis, for the time during 
which he has performed or may perform the duties of purser 
in addition to his own, shall be allowed and paid the annual 
salary of a purser on duty at navy-yards of the second class, 
which shall not be in addition to his commission, butin lieu 

| thereof.” 


The question was next taken on the following 
amendment, upon which a separate vote was de- 
manded by Mr. Howsron: 

“ Provided, That hereafter, whenever a vessel in ordinary 
shall be sv much decayed that the expenditures required to 
repair and equip her shall be estimated to exceed two thirds 
of her original! cosi, it shall not be lawful to repair such ves- 
sel; but she shall be sold, and the proceeds applied to the 
construction of a new vessel in her stead. And the Secre- 


oe 


gentie- 


yectio 
j 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


tary of the 
whose fraine shall be of white 
approved mode! for sailing, to be 
power, 
most 
provements, 
with efficiency 
in addition to such s 


the 


maining in the 


mittee, and is indivisible, 
be voted upon as a whole. 


and nays; 


very important 
there seems to be objection to on 
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to be built a veasel 
oak, and of tand moat 
fitted with auxiliary steam 
and to be armed exclusively with the heaviest and 
destructive ordnance which, according to recent im 

itis possible to carry with safety and serve 
at sea And to this object shall be applied, 
tim as may conveniently spared from 
unexpended balance re 

similar appropri 


Navy shall cause of war, 


the bes 


} 
rer 


foregoing appropriatioa my 


l‘reasury to credit of 


the 


tions in former years.”’ 


Mr. DUNHAM Is that amendment, Mr. 
Speaker, susceptible of division ? 
The SPE AK ER. Itis a report from an Com- 


The amendment must 


Mr. PHELPS. Perhaps there may be no ob- 


jection to a division. 


Mr. 
Mr. 


TAYLOR. 1 object to a division 
JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
which were ordered. ‘ 
Mr. STANTON, of 
unanimous consent of the House- 
amendment 


Tennessee. I ask the 
—Aas I think this 
in danger, and 


ly 


is is 


one clause- 


that it be divided. 


Mr. T 
the division. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I renew it. 

The question was then t 
ment, and it was disagreed to 
as follows: 

YEA Messrs. 
sSurrows, E. Carring 
man, Clingman, Cole 
er , Hammond, 
How, Jackson 
law, Samuel W. Parke 
wkett, hoonmaker, 


chard H. Star 


AYLOR. I withdraw my objection to 


amend- 
nays 85; 


iken upon the 
yeas 43, 


~~ 


Brecki 


"4 


Brooks, 


ia 
»< nap 


ridge, Briggs, 
vudwell, Chandler 
ock, Edmundson, Flore , Gilmore 
Harper, Haven, Hlebard, Howard, 
George G. King, MeCorkle, 
r, Penniman, Polk, Price, 
Scurry, Frederick P. 
ton, Sutherland, Taylor, Thurs 
Washburn, and Wildrick—43 
Messrs. Aiken, Charles Allen, 
Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Brenton, Buell, Busby, Cartter, 
Churehwell, Clark, Curtis, George T 
Davis, Dean, Dimmick, Dunean, Dunham, Edgerton, 
Evans. Floyd, Fowler, Gamble, Gaylord, Green, Hall, 
Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, 
Holladay. Horsford, Houston, John W. Howe, Thomas M 
Howe. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, John John 
Robert W. Johnson, George W. Ji s, Preston King, 
Mann, MceLanahan. MeMullin, MeQuer Miller, 
Moltony.Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Moreltiead 
Murray, Newton, Orr, Andrew Parker, Peaslee, Penn, 
Perkins, Phelps, Reed, Robie, udder, David L. Sey 
mour, Skelton, Stanly, Benjam , Stratton, Stuart, 
Sweetser, fenjiamin The mpson, Townshend, Venable, 


Walbridge, Wallace, Walsh, and Wat 
So the amendmen 


Mr. POLK. I move that the House d 
adjourn. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. ‘Tl 
eral gentlemen who desire to speak. If 
ll this evening, 
upon the next bill. I 

House take a recess till eirht o’cl 


jowne, 
ton Cal 
nee 
ndenow 
Thomas Y. 
Mine r. Uut 
Robbins, 
Stanton, R 
ym. Ward, 
NAYS 
ton, 


Si s 
ld 
Allison, William 
Barrere, Bibighans, 
Caskie, Chastain, 

Davis, John G 


ee 
Apple 


leg. 


son. 
Landry, 
Millson, 
Ss 


nesta 


' pd 
ins 


t wa re é 


ere are sev~ 
we take 
} rded an 
ve, there 


*; +} , 
i recess tl y 


ypportunity 
tore, th t the 
this evening. 

Mr. HOUSTON Fj this bill first, 
I am satisfied. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Very we 

The m to adj 
were then withdrawn. 

The 
following amendment, up 

d dem inded a 

‘And the 
lirected to cause to be 
i! te 


m of conde 
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tions take a recess, 
sdantior 


Mi 


tion recurred pon of the 


yn ¥ VENABLE 
separate vote 
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8 B0O0n 
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the best 
e boil 
suc 


also 
as 
United 
neser for water to 
nd to pay to the owner or own 
right to use such cor 


the 
ie Eng (‘hie 


Secretary of the 
nonin 
appl tl. 


um vessels belonging to th 


States, 
eupplying fre mar 
ers at sea; a 
price for 
ist of tl 
neer 
Provided, ho 
unless the 
and found capable 
jet condenser.” 


ere there 


tenser, as a board to con 
rineer-in i two or more chief er 
Navy, may designate to be the value thereof 

ever, That no condenser shall be 
same shall have been practically te 


of being used urface, as 


gi 

sof the 

eo ar 
i ut sen 


asaes well as 


The question was then put, divis 
ion, there were—ayes 52, 

Mr. POLK 
ordered. 

The SPEAKER. There 
64; so the amendment is disagreed to. 

Mr. POLK. I move that the bill be laid upon 
the table. 


and upon a 
noes 64. 


and tellers: which were nt 
demanded teiiers; whnicn wer n 


were—ayes 52, noes 


The question was taken, and the motion was 
disagreed to. 
Mr. CABELL, of Florida. I call for the yeas 


and nays upon the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The call comes too late. The 
Chair has announced that the amendment was dis- 
agreed to. 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Have I not 
the right to move to reconsider the vote by which 
the amendment was disagreed to? 

Mr. KING, of New York. If you voted with 
the majority. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There were no yeas and nays, 
and | can vote just as I please, and afterwards 
move a reconsideration. am not in favor of the 
Navy or Department, and never have been; butif 
we are todo anything for that branch of the ser- 
vice, we could do no better than adopt this amend- 
ment. I move a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. JENKINS. I move to lay that motion 
upon the table. 

Mr. KING. I understand the gentleman from 
Arkansas voted in the minority. 

The SPEAKER. There were no yeas and 


nays called, and that is the only form in which 


the fact can be fixed. 


Mr. AVERETT. I move the House do now 
aajyourn. 

he question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 withdraw my motion to re- 
con ide r. 

Mr. POLK. I renew it. 

‘The question then recurred upon the motion to 
lay the motton to reconsider upon the table 

Mr. CABELL. I demand tellers. 


‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Henpricks | 


and Rossins were appointed. 

Che question was then taken, and the motion 
iny upon the table was agreed to; the tellers 
hav ing reported—ayes 79, noes 44. 

The quesuon was next taken upon the follow- 
ing amendment, upon which a separate vote was 
demanded by Mr. Sranron, of Ohio, and it was 
agreed lo, Viz: 


to 


**At the end of the provision for the Annapolis Naval 


Bechool, add: *'To complete quarters for the students and 
professors at the Nava! Academy at Annapolis, the sum of 
Si »,000,?»? 


The question recurred upon the following amend- 
ment, upon which a separate vote was demanded 
by Mr. Sweerser: 

After line one hundred and forty-nine insert: 

lo secure some proper place for the burial of seamen 
who die in the New York hospital, $5,000.”" 

Mr. SWEETSER. I withdraw my objection. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and being engrossed it was read 
the third time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call for the previous ques- 
tion upon the passage of the bill. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was taken, and the bill was passed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the vote 
by which the bill was passed be reconsidered, and 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the ta- 
ble; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That from and after this day the House will 
hold an evening session, commencing at seven o’clock, to 
be devoted to the receiving of reports frem committees : 


Provided, All bills and joint resolutions reported with a re- 
commendation that they pass, be referred when reported. 


Mr. CARTTER. I object. 

Mr. HARRIS. Is it in order for me to move 
to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. According to former prac- 
tice it is notin order. Within the last ten days— 
the Chair will state the rule—it is in order to move 
to suspend the rules. The Chair understands that 
Sundays, as well as other days, have been con- 
sidered as embraced within the last ten days. As 
an original proposition, the Chair would decide 
differently, and that the Sabbath not being a legis- 
lative day, ought not to be considered as embraced 
within the rules. He decides, however, accord- 
ing to practice, Sundays are included within the 
last ten days. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move we take 
a recess until seven o'clock. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move we adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House accordingly adjourned till to-mor- 
row at eleven o'clock, a. m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, fugust 21, 1852. 


The House met at eleven o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by the Rev. C. M. Burrer. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER. The business first in order 


is the motion pending to recommit House bill No. 
120, ‘* authorizing certain soldiers in the late war 
with Great Britain to surrender the bounty lands 
drawn by them, and to locate others in lieu there- 
wr 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. Iask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to take up one of the 
first bills upon the Speaker’s table—a Senate bill 
for the relief of Margaret Farrar, whose father and 
mother are both dead. It isa bill which [ have 
been endeavoring to take up for a long while. It 
will not occupy five minutes’ time to consider it. 
If I can have the unanimous consent of the House 
to take it up, I shall be very glad. 

Mr. PENN. I must object. I have several 
bills which have been pending for some time. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The pending question is to 
recommit House bill No. 120, the title of which 
has been read, and upon which the previous ques- 
tion has been demanded. 

Mr. MASON. Thereisa little matter in which 
members are interested in relation to getting their 
books early, and during this session, and which I 
wish to bring up. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer a resolution requiring the 
Clerk to get the books of members ready before 
they go home. It will take but a minute or 


| two. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I object to anything that 
interferes with the business of the morning hour. 
I call for the regular order of business. 


Mr. EDGERTON. This being private bill day, 


| I move that the House proceed to the consider- 


ation of business upon the Speaker’s table, if that 
motion be in order. 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order 
during the business of the morning hour, which is 
the special order. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The bill ** authorizing cer- 
‘tain soldiers in the late war with Great Britain to 
‘ surrender their bounty lands, and to locate others 
‘in lieu thereof,’’ was ordered to be read a third 
time yesterday, and a motion was made to recom- 
mit the bill, which is the question now pending; 
and upon that motion the previous question is de- 
manded. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. STUART. If there is no objection, I will 
withdraw the motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER. It can be done only by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. ORR. I object. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
to recommit the bill; and, upon a division, there 
were—yes 28, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to recommit the bill. 

The bill was then read the third time. 

The question being, ‘Shall the bill pass?’’ it 
was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. HALL moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


WASHINGTON CARLETON. 


The SPEAKER. The next business in order 
is a bill reported from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, being an act for the ben- 
efit of Washington Carleton, late Postmaster at 


| Hawesville, Kentuck 


Mr. ROBBINS. t wish to make an inquiry of 
the Chair. Is not the bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on Commerce in relation to the protection 
of the lives of passengers on board of steamboats 
first in order ? 

The SPEAKER. The bill now reported being 
precisely in the same condition, except that it was 
introduced a long time before the other, takes pre- 
cedence. The question is upon ordering the bill 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. GREY. This bill is for the benefit of the 
late postmaster at Hawesville, Kentucky. I will 
briefly state the facts to the House. The 


st- | 
master at Hawesville, being indebted to the Post | 
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Office Department for postages received there, the 
Postmaster General sent to the postmaster at 
Louisville (one hundred miles from Hawesville) 
an order to collect the money due to the Depart- 
ment from the postmaster at Hawesville—— 

Mr. STUART. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky (Mr. Grey] to allow the bill 
to be read again before he proceeds with his re- 
marks. 

The bill was then read, as follows: » 


“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 


‘That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, author- 


ized and directed to pay to Washington Carleton, late post- 
master at Hawesville, Kentucky, out of any money appro- 
priated, or that may hereafter be appropriated, for the use 
and benefit of the Post Office Department, the sum of 
$110 31.” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is reminded of 
the fact, that there was a motion pending to re- 
commit the bill, which is first in order. 

Mr. GREY. As I was about to state, the 
money was in the hands of this postmaster at 
Hawesville, and the draft was drawn upon him 
to pay the postmaster at Louisville. The draft 
was never presented to the postmaster at Hawes- 
ville. The postmaster at Louisville merely in- 
formed him by letter that he had a draft upon him, 
and was authorized to make immediate demand 
for payment of the money due from him to the Post 


| Office Department. The postmaster at Hawes- 


ville was not bound by law, nor by precedent or 
common usage, to go to Louisville to pay this 
money, nor would the postmaster at Louisville 
have been allowed the expense of sending an agent 
down to Hawesville to collect the money from the 
postmaster, it being one hundred miles distant 
from Louisville. The postmaster at Hawesville 
being anxious to do his duty, and understanding 
that he was to send the money to Louisville by 


mail, which accords with the universal custom all 


over the country—practiced every day by post- 
masters of the interior offices, who receive small 


/amounts—as soon as he received intelligence of 
| the demand for payment, he remitted the amount 


to the postmaster at Louisville. The postmaster 
at Louisville states that he received that mail-baz 
sent from Hawesville, and that a package mailed 
at that place had been broken open; for the post- 
bill found in the bag showed that six letters had 
been mailed at Hawesville, only two of which 
came to hand, which two, together with the post- 
bill, were lying loose in the bottom of the bag. 
The postmaster at Hawesville then informed the 
Auditor of the Post Office Department of the facts, 
and asked that the sum which had been thus lost 
should be credited to his account. I refer to one 
of my colleagues upon this floor, who was for 
years the postmaster at Maysville, Kentucky, and 
who knows that it is a fact that money is usually 
sent by mail in this way by the postmasters, to 
pay such drafts. The Auditor replied to him that 
the loss was of such a character they could not 
allow him a credit for the $110; but he had no 
doubt that if he would appeal to Congress, and 
make a statement of the facts, he would get relief, 
and be authorized to have a credit upon the books 
of that Department to that amount. These are 
the facts. This man bears as high a character for 
honor, honesty, and unimpeachable integrity, as 
any man in the State of Kentucky. He is a poor 
man, and is not able to pay this money. The 
profits from his office only amount to about $105 
a year, and he could not incur the expense of 
going up to Louisville for the purpose of deposit- 
ing his money there, at the expiration of every 
quarter. There was no bank near him, in which 
he could deposit the money, and he adopted the 
usual course of sending the money by mail. He 
put the money in a letter, and he put the letter in 
the mail-bag, and gave the bag to the Government 
mail agent,and that Government mail agent swears 
he put that bag upon the boat. The postmaster 
at Louisville vouches for the robbery of that mail. 


|The question, then, for this House toglecide is, 
| shall this honest old man, who was so anxious to 


do his duty, and who, in the honest discharge of 
that duty, sent this money in the usual mode 
adopted in all similar cases, lose this money, or 
shall the loss fall upon this mighty Government? 
He, Mr. Speaker, is not able to lose the money, 
and [ hope that the House will not agree to re- 
commit the bill, but permit it to pass. 

Mr. ORR. I am surprised that the bill which 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Grey] has 














been advocating was reported from the Committee 
on the Post Office and Bost Roads. 

Mr. GREY. It was, I believe, reported by the 
unanimous consent of the committee. I heard no 
objection. 

Mr. ORR. My surprise is still greater. The 

roposition contained in the bill is simply this, 
that the Government shall become the insurer of 
every dollar’s worth of value sent through the 
public mail. 

Mr. OLDS. 


that it was unanimously reported. 
three or four bills reported from the committee, 
all embracing a similar principle with this one, 
and making the Government liable for losses of 
postmasters. One was where an office was robbed, 


I believe my colleague upon the | 
committee [Mr. Grey] is mistaken, when he says | 
There are | 


1 


} 


eee 
——— 


and another ohe where an office was burned. I | 
have opposed the whole of them upon principle. | 


[ believe the facts are just as stated by my col- 


league on the committee, that there has been a || 


loss, but [ am opposed to the principle. 

Mr. ORR. I am glad to hear the correction 
made. 
the part of the gentleman upon my right, [Mr. 
Grey.] Admitting the facts to be true, and I do 
not, of course, question them, as they have been 
stated by the gentleman from Kentucky, it pre- 
sents such a case as may be presented from every 
county in every State in the Union. Is the Gov- 
ernment to become the insurer of all the letters 
deposited in the post office? If this bill should 


Of course the error was unintentional on | 


pass—and I have no idea that it will—it will be ‘| 
the first instance where losses of this sort have 


been made up by Congress. 
to lay the bill upon the table. 
Mr. ROBBINS, upon that motion, demanded 


I move, therefore, 


tellers; which were ordered; and Messrs. VENABLE | 


and BRECKINRIDGE were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 68, noes 40; no quorum voting. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I call the yeas and nays upon 
the question. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays cannot 


be ordered upon a bill, when there is no quorum | 


voting. 
Mr. ORR. I hope there will be a recount. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes that by 
unanimous consent there may be a recount. 
There being no objection, the tellers resumed 
their places, and a recount being had, there were— 
ayes 70, noes 42; still no quorum voting. 


Mr. ORR. 


| 


1 


| 
| 
1 
’ 


I move that there be a call of the | 


House, and I hope it will be carried through and | 


let us see who are absent. 
The question was then taken; and it was not 
agreed to. 


The SPEAKER. The question now recurs | 


upon laying the bill upon the table. 
Mr. GREY. I hope that the gentleman from 


| is right in saying that I have ha 


league from Maysville, [Mr. Sranron,}] who has 


! 
| 


been postmaster, to know what has been the cus- | 


tom with postmasters similarly situated ? 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
tome experience 

in this matter. Some four years ago I was post- 
master at Maysville. The postmaster at Cincin- 
nati was one of the local depositaries, and he was 
required to collect from the postmasters in the 
neighborhood the balances due upon their accounts 
current, at the expiration of each quarter. I rec- 
ollect very wellat that period—I do not know what 
the regulations of the 
was instructed to pay my balances over to the 


| postmaster at Cincinnati, and I was instructed also 
| not to incur an 
| Cincinnati. If 


expenses in making a deposit at 
could not send it by private hand, 
it must be sent through the mail, and it was my 
invariable custom to send the balance at the end 
of each quarter through the mail. 

Mr. GREY. Then that was the instruction of 
the Postmaster General. 

Mr.STANTON. That wasaccompanying the 
instructions directing me to deposit my balance at 
Cincinnati. 

Mr. GREY. It was with a full understanding 
of these facts, in reply to the request of the post- 
master at Hawesville, that the Auditor of the Post 
Office Department referred him to Congress in re- 
lation to thiscase. With a full kenowledge of all 
the facts, he says to him, Apply to Congress, and 
if you have been guilty of no negligence, | have 
no doubt that Congress will give you relief. 

Mr. PHELPS. I wish to make an inquiry of 
the gentleman, to see if | understood the facts cor- 
rectly. As l understand, the postmaster at Hawes- 
ville sent through the mail, bank notes for the bal- 
ance for which he was indebted to the Post Office 
Department. Am I right in that? 

Mr. GREY. The postmaster at Hawesville, 
when he got the letter, changed his silver for two 
fifty and one ten dollar note. 

Mr. PHELPS. I wish to ask the gentleman 
further, that the fifteenth section of the Independ- 
ent Treasury law may be read, by which it will 
appear that this exchange of the funds of the Gov- 
ernment by the postmaster at Hawesville for bank 
paper is a felony, for which he might be prose- 
cuted, indicted, and convicted. 

Mr. GREY. Then, Mr. Speaker, two thirds 
of the postmasters throughout the United States 
occupy the same critical and felonious position. 
{Laughter. ] 

Mr. PHELPS. 
going to disobey the law. 


Mr. GREY. I will say this: if we had a law 


| passed by which relief could be afforded, the claim- 


South Carolina [Mr. Orr} will withdraw his mo- | 


tion to allow me to make further explanation. 
Mr. ORR. As the gentleman has appealed to 
me, | will withdraw my motion. 


Mr. GREY. 
to the gentleman for his courtesy, and, Mr. Speak- 


er, I will say I am convinced, if the facts in rela- | 


tion to this matter were fairly understood by the 
House, that there is not aman upon the floor who 
would not say that this was a claim deserving the 
favorable action of the House. Now, here is an 
order sent to the postmaster at Louisville to collect 
the money from th 

postmaster at Louisville writes that he has the 
draft, but he does not present it. If the postmas- 
ter at Hawesville had waited until the draft had 
been presented at his office, he would have sustained 
no loss. But if he had not paid by letter, the post- 
master at Louisville would not have been authorized 
to have sent to him for it, by paying the expenses 
of an agent to go in person and collect the money; 
nor would the postmaster at Hawesville have been 
authorized to pay an agent to carry the money to 
Louisville to the postmaster there. What should 
he have done? Should the expense of sending the 
money to Louisville fall upon that postmaster 


there, or should he add the expense of sending it | 
to the account of the postmaster at Hawesville | 
The | 
draft was never Tiger but when the postmas- | 

le received intelligence that the | 


and ask him to pay it out of his pocket? 


ter at Hawesvi 
draft was in the hands of the postmaster at Louis- 


ville, he sent the money by mail according to the | 


common usage in such cases. I appeal to my col- 


e postmaster at Hawesville. The | 


ant here would seek relief in the courts of the | 


country. But this is a case which we are called 


upon to decide by a regard to the peculiar circum- | 


stances attending it, sitting here as a court of equi- 
ty, as we now are. I stand here ready to declare 


| a precedent and to make a law that shall do justice 


| to all honest and worthy men, when the strict and 


1 return my acknowledgments | 





rigid construction of the general laws cannot afford 
merited and just relief. I know this claimant per- 
sonally. I know he is poor and with a large fam- 


| ily, and that he has done his duty faithfully, and 
| acted honestly, and from the purest motives. 


Mr. FOWLER. Will my colleague upon the 


My colleague | 


I hope this Congress are not | 
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epartment are now—that [ || 


committee allow me for amoment? | wish merely | 


to say, in addition to what my colleague upon the 
committee has said, that in examining and testing 
this case we took into account the fact that the 


| mail is the carrier of the Government, and that 


the money was lost while in the hands of the 
Government. I hope that my colleague will bring 
out that fact fully. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Allow me 
to ask whether you mean to establish the princi- 
ple that all losses by the mail are at the charge of 
the Government? 


Mr. FOWLER. That is for Congress to de- | 


cide. 

Mr. GREY. I wish this case to stand upon 
the particular circumstances attending it. 

Mr. FOWLER. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
that in this case the Government was carrying the 
money for itself. 

Mr. GREY. 
mittee—I do not understand myself as intending 
to claim that the General Government should be 


I do not understand the com- | 


liable for all the losses sustained in the mail. It | 


| speech. 
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is shown that this man putthe money in the letter; 
that he put the letter in the mail bag, and gave 
the mail bag to the Government agent to take it on 
board the boat. The postmaster at Louisville 
testifies to the fact that the mail bag had been 
broken open before it came to him. 

Mr. OLDS. The gexrtleman having given me 
the floor for a moment, I wish to make a statement 
in relation to this matter. I am opposed to the 
passage of this bill, not but what I believe that the 
postmaster has honestly lost the money—and I 
am satisfied that there has been sufficient proof 
adduced before the committee to leave no doubt 
upon the mind of any man that the postmaster 
had lost the money—but | can see no difference 
at all between the case of a postmaster and any 
other individual who sends his money through 
the mail. Now, it is a mistake, and there is no 
proof in this case, that this man was required to 
send the money by mail. 

Mr. GREY. The proof is, that the postmaster 
at Louisville said in his letter that he was author- 
ized to request immediate payment. 

Mr. OLDS. Thatis true; he was notified that 
the postmaster at Louisville had a draft upon him 
for $110, and that he was required to make “ im- 
mediate payment.”’ So faralliscorrect. Butun- 
der your independent Treasury law, he had no 
right to convert his money into bank notes; and 
if the postmaster at Louisville had this draft for 
collection, the Government, as a matter of course, 
were bound to pay his expenses in collecting this 
draft, if he had to make a journey after it. 

Mr. GREY. I will ask the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads if such claims were ever allowed ? 

Mr. OLDS. The principle of law is just the 
same in this case as in any other. ‘The notifying 
this postmaster that he had a draft upon him was 
not a demand for that draft. The draft must be 
presented to him for payment, and he could not pay 
it unless it was presented to him at his office. 

Mr. GREY. I will ask the gentleman one 
question. Does he not know that it is a univer- 
sal fact, when the Postmaster General sends to 
any oe in any State of this Union a draft 
to collect money from postmasters which has been 
received by them, that the postmaster to whom 
the draft was sent sends it back to the Post Office 
Department unless the payee sends or pays it at the 
office of the postmaster who holds the draft? 

Mr. OLDS. I have no such knowledge at all. 
I do not suppose that the postmaster at Louisville 
had any right to report this matter, until he had 
a legal demand made upon him for the money 
at his place of business; and if he was an agent 
of the Government for the collection of this money, 
the Government is bound to pay the money. If 
the postmaster undertook to send the money by 
mail, he must take his chance, as any business 
man in the community would have todo. There 
is no difference in this case. There are other cases 
before our committee, which are somewhat ana! 
ogous. We have one case where the committee 
have been ordered to report a bill—and I believe 
that I was the only dissenting member on that 
committee—in which the postmaster had kept the 
money in his office until it had accumulated to 
$800. A robbery was committed upon his office. 
There was positive proof that he had been robbed 
and had lost the money, and the committee ordered 
the bill to be reported, to make the Government 
underwrite for the postmaster, who had left his 
money in his office and lost it. 

Now, there is a principle involved in this case. 
Shall the Government underwrite for the faithful 
discharge of the duties of a public officer? Shall 
they become security for him? It is an induce- 
ment held out to postmasters all over the country, 
to suffer frauds to be committed, and to connive 
at frauds, and then to come before Congress and 
demand restitution. 

I move to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 do not want to make a 
I want to inquire of the gentleman from 

entucky, who has propounded this matter to us, 
whether he is satisfied with the proof that the 


| money was deposited in the mail by the postmas- 


ter who asks compensation ? 

Mr. GREY. The chairman of the committee 
admitted that there was positive proof that the 
money had been actually Located in the mail by 
the postmaster now asking for justice from this 
Congress. 
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Mr. OLDS. I move to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I merely wish to say, 
whatever may be the law—— 

Mr. STUART, (Gn his seat.) There is a mo- 
tion pending to lay the billupon thetable. It was 
made by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Oxps;] 
but the Chair was occupied, and did not hear it. 

The SPEAKER. Was the motion made be- 
fore the gentleman tcok his seat? 

Mr. OLDS. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not hear it, 
and therefore it is not a motion. 

Mr. OLDS. I made the motion again after- 
wards. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michi- 
ran when he addresses the Chair will rise. 

Mr.STUART. 1 merely stated that the Chair 
vas occupied at the time, and did not hear the 
motion made by the ventleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair receives the re- 
buke in all kindness, but would rather receive it 
from the gentleman standing than sitting. 

Mr. STUART. Will the Chair allow me to 
state that | made the suggestion with the most 
perfect respect to the ¢ yhatir ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I merely wish to remark, 
that if this were a case learly sustained by the 
existing law, it would not come here to ask our 
ition upon it; but itis one that appeals to 
r sense of right. 

Mr. OLDS, (interrupting.) Does the Chair 
entertain my motion to lay the billupon the table? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not, because 
he did not hear it. 

Mr. OLDS. I made it twice. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair decides that the 
gentleman from Penusylvania (Mr. Cuanper} 
is entitied to the floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I was saying, sir, that 
this is a case that clearly appeals to our sense of 
right and justice; not legally, perhaps. If this 
person had deposited his money in Adams & 
Co.’s express office below here, and Adams & 
Co. had lost the money, as the mail lost the 
money, they would have been responsible to the 


ou 


person who deposited it, or the person who was 
to receive it, forthe full ameunt. Now I know 
that the Government, although it takes upon itself 
to be a common carrier, does not regulate its con- 
duct by the common laws which it prescribes for 
common carriers, and if I send money to you 
hrough the mail and it is lost, even though I can 
show that it was deposited, I cannot compel the 
Department to repay it. But if, in the case of | 
ommon carriers like Adams & Co., they are com- | 
pelled to do it, then, a fortiori, if Adams & Co., 

ides being carriers, are themselves to be the re- 
eivers of money or carriers of their own, it ap- 
pears to me that not only they would be doubly 
ound, but that we would be singly bound in 
right to pay that which we undertook to carry for 
another person on deposit, but really for ourselves. 
It isacase that appeals, I think, to our sense of 
richt. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. With the per- 
nission of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I 
wish to ask a question. I want to act understand- 
ingly in this matter; and I do not wish to set a bad 
precedent, if I know it. Let me suppose a case. 
Suppose here is a contractor with the Government; 
and after the contractor has carried the mail, say, 
for a quarter at Washington, they make out a 
draft, or remit money at some point to the con- 
tractor In payment of his contract. Suppose while 
the draft or money is in transitu from the Govern- 
ment making payment of the money to the con- 
tractor, the money or draft is lost: who will 
bear the loss of the draft or money in that in- 
tance——the contractor or the Government? The 
Government remits the money at its own risk; 
and if the contractor does not receive it, of course 
the Government is bound to pay it. Well, then, 
vice versa, suppose the contractor or postmaster 
falls in debt to the Government, and remits the 
money, must not he take the risk of the mail on | 
the one hand, as the Government does upon the 
other? If we pass a bill of this sort, it will estab- 
lish a principle that we become responsible for all 
the money lost in the mail, and there will be no 
end to this thing. The postmasters all over the 
country will have remitted their money, and will 
apply to Congress for payment; and there is no 
telling to what extent frauds will be the result. | 
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Individuals should be placed upon the same foot- 
ing in making payments to the Government as the 
government isin making payments to individuals. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will simply reply to the 
question of the gentleman, that in this case he over- 
looks the fact, which he stated himself, that the 
Government in both cases undertakes to be car- 
riers, and is paid for carrying. It is different if I 
should send the money to you. If the Govern- 
ment sends the money to me, and undertakes to 
carry it to me, it'must take the risk of it. That 
is the case presented here. I donot wish to argue 
a case, of course, not sustained by any existing 
law, but one that demands our legislation. 

[ renew the motion to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. ORR moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was laid upon the table, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Irise for the purpose of 
moving that the House proceed to the consider- 
ation of the business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 would ask the gentleman, 
and the House,to discharge the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union from a bill making 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department during this fiscal year, and bring it 
into the House and pass it. It will not take half 
an hour to dispose of it. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. Has the 
morning hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I wish to inquire, if the 
House proceed to the business on the Speaker’s 
table, will they go to the consideration of private 
bills ? 

TheSPEAKER. Private bills alone, this being 
private bill day. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Then I hope that the 
House will agree to the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio, {[Mr. Epeerron.] 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Edger- 
ton’s motion, and it was agreed to. 


GASTON AND RALEIGH RAILROAD. 

The SPEAKER. There isa pending question 
to reconsider the vote by which the biil for the 
relief of the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad was 
laid upon the table yesterday. It can be con- 
sidered now or hereafter. 

Mr. STUART. I propose to have it at once 
disposed of, and I move to lay the motion to re- 
consider upon the table. 

Mr. VENABLE demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. STANLY. What is the question we are 
about to vote upon? 

The SPEAKER. On yesterday the House, by 
a vote, laid the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad bill 
upon the table. A motion was made to recon- 
sider that vote, and a motion is now made to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table, which is 
the pending question, and upon that motion the 
yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lunderstand that the gen- 
tleman who represents the district through which 
this line runs, and in which he is much interested, 
is not in the House; and that being the case, I 
hope the House willagree to go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union on the 
Post Office appropriation bill. It will not occupy 
half an hour. 

Mr. STUART. [rise toa question of order. 
I submit that the motion to lay upon the table is 
equally a privileged motion as the motion to go 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, and being first made, it must be first 
acted upon. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair concurs in the 
opinion expressed by the gentleman from Michi- 
gan, that the motion to lay upon the table is a 
privileged motion, and being first put, must be 
first acted upon by the House. The gentleman 
from Alabama proposes, inasmuch as some gen- 
tleman who is aa interested in this bill is not 


in the city or in the Hall, that the consideration of 


the motion to lay upon the table the motion to re- 
consider, be postponed, which can only be done 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. I object. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Stvarr’s 
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motion; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 73, nays 72—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Bennett, Bibighaus, John H 
Boyd, Burrows, Busby, Joseph Cable, Thompson Camp. 
bell, Cartter, Chapman, Clark, Curtis, John G. Davis 
Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, Edger. 
ton, Florence, Fowler, Henry M. Fuller, Gilmore, Goode- 
now, Green, Hamilton, Hammond, Hart, Hascall, Haven 
Henn, Hibbard, Horsford, John W. Howe, Thomas M’ 
Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, Daniel 
T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, George G. 
King, Preston King, Kurtz, Mann, Martin, McLanahan, 
MeNair, Miner, Henry D. Moore, Murray, Newton, An- 
drew Parker, Perkins, Robbins, Robie, Schoonmaker, Da 
vid L. Seymour, Benjamin Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, 
Stratton, Stuart, Sutherland, Sweetser, Thurston, Towns- 
hend, Tuck, Walbridge, Washburn, Wells, and Wildrick 
—73. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, William Appleton, Ashe, Aver- 
ett, Babcock, Barrere, Beale, Bocock, Bowne, Bragg, 
Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, George H. 
Brown, Caldwell, Caskie, Clingman, Cobb, Coleock, 
Dockery, Edmundson, Evans, Faulkner, Fitch, Gentry, 
Goodrich, Hall, Harper, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hebard, Hendricks, Holladay, Houston, Howard, 
Thomas Y. How, Jackson, John Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Landry, Mace, McQueen, Miller, Millson, Mo 
lony, John Moore, Morehead, Murphy, Olds, Orr, Outlaw, 
Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Porter, Powell, Smith, Stanly, 
Frederick P. Stanton, ®ichard H. Stanton, Abraham P. 
Stephens, St. Martin, Strother, Taylor, Benjamin Thomp- 
son, Venable, Wallace, Ward, Watkins, Welch, Addi. 
son White, and Alexander White—72. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to test the sense of the 
House, whether they will go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and take 
up one of the appropriation bills, or not. I there- 
fore move that the rules be suspended, and that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. How many 
appropriation bills are there behind ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Only three—the Post Office 
bill, the steam-mail service bill, and the fortifica- 
tion bill. I wish to take up the Post Office appro- 
priation bill. It will not take long to dispose of it. 

Mr. HAMILTON demanded tellers; which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Hamitton and Mo- 
LONY were appointed. 

The question was then put upon Mr. Hovston’s 
motion; and the tellers reported 74 in the affirma- 
tive. A further count not being insisted on, the 
motion was agreed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Srvart 
in the chair.) 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move to take up House 
bill No. 241, ‘* making appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department during the fiscal 
year ending June 30th, 1853.” 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was ac- 
cordingly taken up for consideration. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This is a very short bill, 
and I am anxious that a portion of to-day shall 
be devoted to, the Private Calendar. If the com- 
mittee will consent to act upon the bill without 
any general debate, I am satisfied; but if any 
general debate is to spring up, I shall move that 
the committee rise, and ask the House to close the 
debate upon it. I now ask that the bill may be 
read. 

The bill was read through. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to make an appeal! 
to the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsrtown. } 
I have taken up very little of the time of the House 
this session, but I want to make a few remarks 
with reference to a bill which may come up, and 
upon which I may beyanable to get an ay 
to say anything. I do not wish to occupy muc 
time, but I wish to make a few observations to the 
committee, of a general nature. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If thegentleman wants only 
fifteen or twenty minutes, lam willing to close 
the debate in that time. : 

Mr. SWEETSER. I object to any such ar- 
rangement. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I believe I am entitled to 
the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama is entitled to the floor. Does he yield it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I understand the gentle- 
man as yielding it to me. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I shall propose to go into 


_ the House, and close the debaie, letting the House 





exercise its discretion as to the time that shall be 
allowed. 

Mr. CARTTER. I suppose the House will 
exercise its discretion any way. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. lLhopethegentleman from 
Alabama will yield me the floor. I merely want 
to make a few random observations to the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will yield the gentlema 
the floor for a portion of my time. 

Mr. CLINGMAN referred to the defeat of the 
bill for the relief of the Raleigh and Gaston Rail- 
road Company, and remarked that when that bill 
was first under consideration he thought it was 
likely to pass easily, and it would have done so at 
that time; but since then there had been adverse 
influences operating against that and all similar 
measures. There wasa certain iron interest in the 
country which had its representatives here every 
session, and whose delegates came on here about 
that time, and remained here for weeks. These 
delegates succeeded in creating such a prejudice in 
the minds of many members—he would say pre- 
judice, because, if gentlemen Were as well informed 
in relation to the purposes and designs of these 
persons as he was, they would have produced no 
effect upon their minds—that they induced them to 
vote against the measure to which he had alluded. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. All I have 
to say is, that, so far from operating against this 
railroad, unfortunately the delegation of which the 
gentleman speaks, by what I deem an unwise con- 
tract, succeeded in getting passed through this 
House, a bill giving 3,000,000 of acres of the pub- 
lic lands to the Missouri railroad. Without these 
outsiders, that bill stood no chance. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman has made a reflec- 
tion upon certain members of the House, and I 
desire to know who theyare. He says acontract 
was made. 

Mr. CLINGMAN insisted on his right to the 
floor, and refused to yield to any more interrup- 
tions. 

He thought it was very likely that the delega- 
tion to which he had alluded did succeed in pass- 
ing the Missouri bill. Their object was to obtain 
the votes of western men to impose high taxes 
upon the country for the benefit of the iron inter- 
est, and they very probably pushed through the 


Missouri bill, expecting a returnfor it. They did |} 


not, however, get that return, and he was glad of 
it. Now, they were not satisfied with having 
the community taxed for their benefit; they were 
not satisfied with the tax of thirty per cent. upon 
farmers and other individuals for their own benefit, 
but they had grown so insolent that they were 
not willing to extend the time of payment of duties 
upon iron rails imported for railroad use three or 
four years. Pennsylvania insisted that this tax 
should be paid without delay. 

He hoped that they might yet be able to get up 
the bill exempting railroad iron from duty. And 
in this connection he wished to remind western 
gentlemen of the fact, that prigr to 1842 not one 
cent of duty was charged upon railroad iron. It 
was during this time that the old States began 
their system of railroads; but many of the new 
States did not begin their system until after the act 
of 1842 was passed, which imposed a heavy duty 
of $25 per ton upon railroad iron, which fell very 
oppressively upon the new States in the west and 
southwest. It oppressed them and kept them 
down. The eastern and northeastern States had 
their railroads made when iron was free of duty, 
and he now proposed to put the new States upon 
the same footing with the old States, about which 
a erat hue and cry was made. 

e then gave his views atlength upon this ques- 
tion, arguing earnestly in favor of a repeal of du- 
ties imposed upon railroad iron, and showing from 
authentic statistics that whilst labor in manufac- 
tures in his State, and in several other southern 
States, was paid at a rate ranging from 40 to 55 
cents per day, labor in the manufactures of iron 
in Pennsylvania received $1 06 per day. He was 
opposed to labor in his country being taxed to 
give a bonus to the manufacturers of iron. 

Mr. EVANS. Will the gentleman from Ala- 
bama yield me the floor for a short time? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Icannot. I move that the 
committee do now rise. 

Mr. EVANS. I am opposed to that motion 
unless a reply will be allowed to the speech of the 
gentleman from North Carolina. 
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Mr. HENN. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CHANDLER 
and Carrrer were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the motion to rise 
was agreed to, the tellers having reported—ayes 
63, noes 58° 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the charr, the chairman (Mr. 
Stuart) reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had the state of 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly House bill No. 241, making appropriations 
for the Post Office service for the fiscal year ending 
30th June, 1852, and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move the usual resolution 
that debate in the Committee of the Whole shall 
be terminated on the Post Office appropriation bill 
at two o’clock this day. 

Mr. STANLY. I trust the gentleman will say 
three o’clock. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will modify my amend- 
ment, so that it will provide debate shall close at 
half past two o’clock, and call for the previous 
question. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the vote by 
which the resolution was just passed be reconsid- 
ered, and that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, 
leave was granted for the withdrawal of the pe- 
tition and papers of Eliza Reeves, that they be re- 
ferred to the Senate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Srvarr in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The business before the 
committee is the consideration of House bill No. 
211, making appropriations for expenditures in 
the Post Office Department. 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. EVANS then took the floor, and addressed 
the committee in reply to the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Ciiveman,] upon the sub- 
ject of the tariff; and pointing out the reasons why 
the labor employed in the manufacture of iron 
is paid higher than that employed in the manufac- 
ture of cotton. [His remarks will be found in 
the Appendix. ] 

‘The CHAIRMAN. The bill will now be read 
through by paragraphs, and arenes will 
be open for amendment as it is read. 

Mr. FOWLER, under instruction of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, offered 
the following amendment, viz: 

In the fortieth line, after the words “‘ dollars and cents,”’ 
insert ** also $2,500, out of which the Postmaster General 
is directed to pay $1,666 66 to the late Assistant Postmaster 
General, for bis services performed under the direction of 
the Postmaster General, subsequent to the Ist of April, 
1851, when his resignation took effect, in the organization 
of a mail service in California, approved by the joint resolu- 
tion to legalize certain contracts for the transportation of 
the mails in Oregon and California, approved January 13, 
1852, and the residue, or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary, to be applied to settle and pay his expenses. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to submit 
a question of order. At the time this person was 
sent out upon that business, there was no law au- 
thorizing such a mission. Such authority was 
asked for, and Congress positively refused to give 


| it. The Postmaster General, therefore, sent him 


without authority of law. 
Mr. FOWLER. I will say in connection with 


| what the gentleman from Tennessee has said, that 


Congress has since legalized this mission. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 
point of order made by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee. He thinks the appropriation is now au- 
thorized by law, and will receive the amendment. 

Mr. JONES. It was without any authority of 
law whatever. 

The CHAIRMAN. The service has, however, 
the Chair understands, been recognized by Con- 
gress. 
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Mr. FOWLER. Allow me to state, that after 
the resignation of the Assistant Postmaster Gen- 
eral, he was deputed to go to California, to or 
ganizea mail service there. ‘This was done ac 
cording to directions, and he returned. After his 
return, Congress, by the joint action of the two 
Houses, sanctioned the contracts he had made. 
This amount is merely designed to pay for his 
services and his expenses during his mission. It 
is only $2,500. I will merely add, that the Post 
master General has presented a letter upon this 
subject, which I have before me, and which will 
be read, if necessary; but I do not suppose it is 
necessary. I will add, further, that 1 think the sub 
sequent action of Congress has furnished sufficient 
authority for the appropriation; and as this gen 
tleman has performed the service, and organized 
the mail service in California, is it not reasonable 
that we should pay him for his services, and pay 
his expenses? I think, if gentlemen will look at 
the facts, they will not hesitate for a moment 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman state 
how long Mr. Hobbie was gone? 

Mr. FOWLER. About four months. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Hewas out on that mission 
four months; and he was for a month or two of 
that time drawing his salary. 

Mr. FOWLER. He was first, I think, sent to 
Havana, and then to Panama; and while he was 
acting upon the business of the Department at 
those two places, he was under his salary. His 
resignation did not take place until he reached, or 
very nearly reached, Panama—at the time stated 
in the amendment. From that time forward he 
claims this double salary, which, considering the 
nature of the services rendered, the exposures to 
which he was subjected, and the responsibilities 
of the transactions in which he was engaged, the 
committee were of opinion is just. 

Mr. HOUSTON. How long was Mr. Hobbie 

out upon the whole service? It was only one 
trip. 
Mr. FOWLER. I am not able to state pre 
cisely when he left this city, but it was before the 
time had expired in which he was acting unde 
his appointment as First Assistant Postmaster 
General. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment in its pres 
ent form is incorrect. The very essential facts 
are not before the committee 

Mr. FOWLER. Well, I will ask that the let 
ter of the Postmaster General may be read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I know the general facts 
Mr. Hobbie left the Department partly because of 
bad health: and he did not resign until a good 
portion of the time during which he was absent 
had elapsed. During a part of the time that he 
was absent, he was drawing his salary here—fo: 
how much of that time I do not know. 

Mr. FOWLER. I ask the gentleman to allow 
the letter of the Postmaster General to be read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is this $1,600 precisely 
double the sum he was receiving as Assistant 
Postmaster General ? 

Mr. FOWLER. Precisely double. His salary 
was $2,500 a year, and he was in that service one 
third of a year. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is this recommendation 
from the Post Office Committee? 

Mr. FOWLER. Certainly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Was there evidence before 
the committee showing precisely what his ex 
yenses were? 

Mr. FOWLER. Certainly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Why is the matter left in 
definite as to his expenses? 

Mr. FOWLER. The amendment proposes 
$2,500. His salary consumes some sixteen 6: 
seventeen hundred of that. His expenses were 
between $600 and $700, which will consume the 
whole sum. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thesum is notmuch. The 
principle involved is much more important than 
the money; and, in my opinion, if the expenses in 
this instance were footed up on the scale of liber- 
ality usual with the Government, his salary while 
here ought to be enough. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Another fact. Those who 
were here during the last Congress will recollect 
that a resolution was offered in this House to au- 
thorize this very thing to be done, and it was 
voted down; and then, in spite of the express 
opinions of the House, this man was sent out 
upon this mission. 
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Mr. FOWLER. Will the gentleman allow me 
to call his attention to the fact, that if the last Con- 
gress voted this proposition down, this Congress 
has voted it up? They have sanctioned the ser- 
vices, 

Mr. DUNHAM. They havesimply done this: 
He went out there, and entered into certain con- 
tracts connected with his mission. Then he came 
back here. For the purpose of saving the services 
in California, we ratified those contracts, made in 
violation of !aw. We did it not as sanctioning 
the course of the Department, but in order to save 
the services in California; and I say this thing 
was done in the face of the action of this House, 
which refused to grant the authority which was 
then asked, 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the amendment offered by Mr. Fowxer; and it 
was agreed to. 


The next clause was read, as follows: 


For miscellaneous items, $95,000."? 


Mr. CLARK. I move to strike out that clause. 
There is a looseness and uncertainty about that 
which, it seems to me, is worthy of scrutiny. It 
is a pretty large appropriation. What are the 
items? Are they things too numerous or two 
small to mention? In this bill there are appropri- 
ations for wrapping-paper, for office-furniture, for 
blanks, for mail-bags, for locks and keys, &e. It 
seems to me that these are miscellaneous items, 
which are small by themselves. What other 
items are miscellaneous? Are they things which 


cannot be named? I should like to know what is | 


intended to be included under this head of miscel- 
laneous items. I am unwilling to vote forso large 
an appropriation as that without having some in- 
formation upon the subject, and knowing what is 
included in it. It seems to me that it was as 
easy to have named these miscellaneous items, 
as to have named certain small items preceding 
them. Unless we can have some information, | 
hope this item will be stricken out. What is it 
for? That is the question. Are we to vote 
$90,000 without knowing anything about what it 
1s for? For one, ] am unwilling to do it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not know that it is ne- 
cessury to consume any time in replying to these 
questions. This is one of the items in all appro- 
priation bills, and it will always necessarily be so. 
There are a great many contingencies attending 
the services of the Post Office Department in all 
parts of the Union, which require things to be done, 
which cannot be anticipated, and which cannot be 
specified, especially stnce the extension of the 
services of that Department in California, New 
Mexico, and the distant Territories, all of which 
are to be paid out of that item of appropriation. 
[tis necessary that a miscellaneous item of that 
kind should be allowed. We examined those 
items, as we did every contingent item in every 
appropriation bill. They passed under our scru- 
tiny, and we cut them down to as small an amount 


as we thought would meet those contingent ser- | 


vices. 

Mr. CARTTER. I wish to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
what item they examined under this head? 

Mr. HOUSTON. We examined the receipts 
and expenditures of the last year, and thus ob- 
tained the character of the expenditures under this 
head. Those receipts and expenditures, neces- 
sarily show, under the law, what every item is. 

Mr. CLARK. Have they not a name, and 
could they not be designated ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. They had at least five hun- 
dred names—as many as they were objects of ex- 
penditure, and they have never been brought into 
this bill separately. 

This item has always been included in this bill, 
since the first one was passed. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Crark, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. CLARK. I offer another amendment. I 
propose to reduce the sum to $20,000. 

The gentleman from Alabama says that there 
were at least five hundred items, to which an ap- 
rrepriation of this kind is applicable, and that they 
find names, Now, it seems to me that we might 
have had some intimation given to us as to what 
this appropriation is for, and if there are really 
five hundred of them, could not we have had five 
of them specified. My Lord Coke says there is 
something in an ‘ &c.,’’ as in this, that, and the 


other, **&c.’’ But there is not even an ‘* &c.”’ to | 
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| 


this, not even a starting point for the **&c.’’ We | 


know nothing of what it is. 
will be reduced to $20,000. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. CHANDLER offered the following amend- 


ment: 


[ hope the amount 


Provided, That all locks, keys, stamps, and paper pur- 
chased for the Post Office Department, be of the manufac- | 


ture of this country. 


Mr. C. said: I wish, Mr. Chairman, to make | 
a remark upon the principle involved in that | 


amendment. 


I wish to extend those remarks, | 


but I see how impatient—and justly, in my opin- | 


ion—is the honorable gentleman who has this bill 
particularly in charge. I should like to reply to 


/some of the errors of the honorable gentleman | 


from North Carolina, [Mr. Ciineman;] and if I 


do not now, I shall be compelled, upon some other |; 


appropriation bill, to spend an hour or two upon 
it. If the committee will allow me to present and 
publish in another form—through the press—I will 
not now occupy their time, nor trespass upon their 
patience. 


{Several Voices. ‘‘ Very well!” ‘* Very well!’’ | 


and ** Go on!” **Go on!”’ 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I object to pub- | 
| lishing speeches not delivered here, unless it ap- | 


pears that the speech has not been delivered. The 
reason is this: there are a great many things said 


in these speeches, which no one has an opportu- | 
nity of answering, and hence they appear in our 


published debates as unanswered. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 
| will withdraw my amendment. 
No objection was made, and the amendment 
was withdrawn. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the committee | 


rise and report the bill to the House. 


If there is no objection, I | 


Mr. DUNCAN. I move that the bill be laid | 
aside, with instructions that it be reported to the | 


House, in order that we may take up House bill 

No. 212—the light-house bill. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. The resolution closing de- 
bate upon this bill requires us to report it to the 
House. 

Mr. PHELPS. I ask for the reading of the 


resolution. 


gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Duncan,] 
that under the order made by the House, it will 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the | 


| be necessary for the committee to rise and report | 


this bill to the House, unless the committee unan- 


somewhat doubts whether it could be done even 
by unanimous consent, but he would entertain the 
motion. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I objeet. 


imously consent to a different course. The Chair | 


The question was then taken, and the motion 


was agreed to. 


W hole on the state of the Union had, according 
| to order, had the state of the Union generally un- 
| der consideration, and particularly House bill No. 


241, making appropriation for the Post Office De- | 


and had instructed him to report the same to the 
House with an amendment, and to ask the con- 
currence of the House therein. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call for the previous ques- 
tion upon the bill and amendments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


partment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1853, | 


The question was then taken on the amendment | 


of Mr. Fow.er, (which will be found in another 
column,) and it was agreed to. 

| The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed according 
to order, was read the third time and passed. 


Mr. FOWLER. I move to reconsider the vote | 


by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table. 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 


| MICHIGAN SALT SPRING LANDS. 


Mr. STUART. I now ask the unanimous con- | 


| sent of the House to allow me to take from the 

Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 30, entitled ‘* An 
| act to confirm to the State of Michigan certain 
| lands selected for saline purposes;’’ to which I 
| have called attention several times before. It is 


\ 





August 21, 
for the correction of an error which occurred in 
the General Land Office of the United States, from 
which we have suffered since 1836. The bill con- 
sists of only one section. 

There was no objection, and the bill was taken 
up. 

The Clerk read it through. 

Mr. STUART. I desire simply to state, that 
this does not propose to change the land ori- 
ginally selected by the State of Michigan. That 
original selection underwent an error in the Gen- 
eral Land Office, in consequence of an act of the 
clerk in carrying down the towns and ranges, It 
merely proposes to confirm to the State the land 
originally selected; nothing more. I call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. HENN. I have examined this subject, 
and it is all right. * 

Mr. EDGERTON, I will ask the gentleman 
to allow me to attach an amendment to the bill for 
a similar case in the State of Ohio ? 

Mr. STUART. If the gentleman’s amend- 
ment be attached, it would be necessary to send 
the bill back to the Senate, and then the bill would 
probably be lost. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and according to order, was read the third time 
and passed. 

Mr. STUART. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. McQUEEN. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to take from the Speaker’s table 
‘*the bill for the relief of the Wilmington and 
Manchester Railroad Company,’’ and refer it to 
the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads. 

There was no objection; and the bill was ac- 
cordingly referred. 

Mr. ALLISON. There is upon the Speaker’s 
table a bill which has passed the Senate for the 
relief of two children of an officer of the Army 
who died recently. I trust that there will be no 
objection to its being taken up and acted upon. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I object. I have got half 
a dozen such cases. The Committee on Claims 
have got fifty of them, and I will guaranty every 
one of them. I move that the House now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is Senate bill No. 67, for the relief J. A. McGaw, 
of New York, which was reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House with the recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 
| The bill was ordered to a third reading; and ac- 

cording to order read the third time and passed. 
Mr. WASHBURN. I move to reconsider the 


ie oa : 
Thecommittee accordingly rose, and theSpeaker || Vote by which the bill was passed, and to lay the 


having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. | 
Sruart) reported that the Committee of the | 


motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The next bill which came up for consideration 
was Senate bill No. 66, entitled ‘* An act for the 
relief of William P. Greene,’? which was also re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill was ordered to a third reading; and, 
according to order was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. KING, of Rhode Island. I move to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The next bill which came up was House bill 
No. 152, for the relief of Patrick Gass, granting 
three hundred and twenty acres of land. 

Mr. COBB. That bill should not pass. I ask 
the reading of the report accompanying it, as my 
speech why it should be rejected: 


“ The petitioner asks an appropriation of three hundred 
and twenty acres of land, to be located by bim anywhere 
| on the public domain of the United States, where the same 
could be located by any one entitled to bounty land. This 
is the amount of land granted by Government to the actual 
settlers in Oregon, and the petitioner predicates the equity 
of his claim to this bounty on the just and reasonable 
ground that he was one of the original explorators of that 
distant country ; that his bravery, zeal, and devotion aided 
materially in the discovery of the Oregon river and its prin- 
cipal tributaries, under Lewis and Clark. 
‘“‘ The petitioner entered the service of his country in 1799, 
remained in its military service till 1803, when he volun- 
| teered in the service of Lewis and Clark, and served faith- 
fully throughout their long and perilous journey. 





T 


‘Tn 1812 he enlisted in the Army of the United States, 
under General Bissell, and served with fidelity to the end of 
the war, losing an eye at the battle of Lundy’s Lane. 
«The Government is naw giving to the actual settlers in 
Oregon three hundred and twenty acres of land. The do- 
nation of this quantity of land to actual settlers is a ready 
means to induce population, and convert the wilderness 
into blooming and cultivated States; and while the com 
mittee, under the circumstances and position of the Oregon 
Territory, readily recognize the propriety and justness of 
such an application of the lands in that distant and unpro- 
tected quarter, they also think that something may be due 
for the remnant of thatsmall band who accompanied Lewis 
and Clark in their long, perilous, and laborious expedition. 





This expedition was undertaken under the direction of 


Government; the officers and the men were under its com- 
mand; their toilsome services were for the benefit of the 
country at large, and their discoveries constitute, perhaps, 
the true and legitimate basis, next to proximity, of our title 
to that country. The petitioner not only fought in defense 
of his country, but his labors contributed to the extension 
of its borders and the possession of the magnificent and 
important valleys on the Pacific slope. 

‘* He was appointed sergeant by Lewis and Clark, and 
kept a daily journal of the transactions of the corps of ex- 
ploration, and a full and homely, yet graphic description of 
the country through which they passed. This journal spoke 
with its native and forcible simplicity to the people of the 
West, long before the voluminous and expensive work of 
Lewis and Clark was published, and it contributed much to 
the feeling and the faet that made Oregon a part of the 
whole country. 

‘* Mr. Gass, it is believed, is the only survivor of that ex- 
pedition who returned with it; he has otherwise faithfully 
served bis country ; he is too old and helpless, and with a nu- 
merous family of small children, to go to Oregon for the land 
that his boldness discovered and his valor defended ; and he 
thinks, and the committee concur with him, that the Gov- 
ernment should compensate him out of its public lands for 
the service he rendered it in discovering and settling the 
title to that immense country which is now bestowed with- 
out price on the actual settler, and that the original explora- 
tor encountered more hardship, danger, and privation in 
serving his country than the settler does in serving himself. 
The committee report the accompanying bill for his relief.” 

Mr. SACKETT. I perceive, Mr. Speaker, 
that this bill has not the usual words of limitation 
to enter upon lands at the minimum price. Nor 
is he required to locate in Oregon, the very found- 
ation for his claim. I suggest that the gentleman 
move to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr. COBB. I have no objection, if that be the 
pleasure of the House. 

[Cries of ** Agreed !’’ «* Agreed !’"] 

Mr. COBB. I then move that the bill be laid | 
upon the table. 

The question was put, and, upon a division, 
there were—ayes 45 

Mr. HART demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Curtis and Henpricks were 
appointed. 

The question was again put, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 74, noes 39; no quorum. 

Mr. ORR. We have been without a quorum 
allday. I move the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the House ad- 
journed till Monday at 11 o’clock a. m. 








PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of James 
W. Turner and 18 others, praying the removal of the land 
office from Augusta to Paulding, Mississippi. 

Also, the petition of 8. M. Howse and 124 others, making 
the same prayer. : 

By Mr. CHANDLER: Several memorials, signed by J. 
Rundle Smith, J. R. Ingersoll, and many other citizens of 
Philadelphia, asking Congress to pass the bill recently re- 
ported by the Hon. E. SrTanty, relative to the fourth install- 
ment of the deposits of the public money. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: Memorial of citizens 
of Philadelphia, asking the passage of a bill introduced by 
Mr. SrTaNty, to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to | 
deposit with the several States the fourth installment of the 
deposits of the public money directed to be made with said 
States by act approved June 23d, 1836. | 

By Mr. FULLER, of Maine: The memorial of Isaac T. 
Cole and other citizens of Machiasport, in the county of | 
Washington, Maine, praying Congress to take prompt and 
efficient measures for the protection of the right to the 
American fisheries. 





IN SENATE. 
Satrurpay, August 21, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 


Mr. HUNTER. I must ask the Senate this 
morning to postponethe prior orders for the pur- 
pose of taking up the civil and diplomatic bill in 
the morning hour. I submit that motion. 


Mr. FISH. I would appeal to the honorable. 


Senator from Virginia to withdraw the motion, or 
to allow it to be modified so as to enable me to 
submit a motion to take up the bill from the House 
of Representatives, commonly known as Ben- . 
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| nett’s land distribution bill. I gave notice of my 
intention to call it up yesterday morning, but I 
| abstained from an unwillingness to interfere with 
| the civil and diplomatic bill. I ask the Senator to 
allow me to submit that motion, for the purpose 
of taking the sense of the Senate on the bill. 
Mr. HUNTER. I have had a great many ap- 
| plications of that kind, and I would be very glad 
to yield to them all if 1 could, but I cannot do it. 


A sense of duty constrains me to insist upon my 
motion. 


THE FLORIDA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. BRIGHT. 1 rise to what I believe is a 


question of privilege. The select committee ap- 
ae to consider the petition of the Hon. David 
. Yulee, claiming to have been elected a Senator 
from the State of Florida, to which the subject 
| was referred some months ago, have directed me 
to make a report. The report ought to have been 
| made earlier, but the committee have been so en- 
gaged, that they were not able to report before 
this morning. Iam prepared to present the re- 
| port, in order that it may be printed, and laid be- 
fore Senators, so as to be acted upon during the 
next week. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will receive it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Is ita question of priv- 
ilege? 

The PRESIDENT. It involves the right of a 
Senator to his seat, and therefore the Chair con- 
siders it a question of privilege which authorizes 
him to receive the report. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Then I will present the report 
of the committee, which concludes with the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

** Resolved, That the Hon. Sternen R. Mattory was 
duly elected a member of the Senate of the United States 
| from the 3d day of March, 1851.”’ 

I move that the report be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGHT. There are various documents 
in the case—the petition, the argument of counsel 
on the one side, and the argument of one of the 


gentlemen himself on the other side, and various | 


other documents that have been referred to the 
committee. I move to print them, and to refer 
the motion to the Committee on Printing. They 
will make a book of three or four hundred pages. 
Of course they could not be printed within the 
next week. I therefore move that the motion to 
print them be referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would suggest that the 
order for printing these papers might as well be 
made without reference to the committee. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator who made 
the motion himself asks that it should be referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

The motion to refer was agreed to. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 
The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Virginia. 
The motion of Mr. Hunter was agreed to, and 
the Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, 


the consideration of the bill from the House of 
| Representatives, ‘* making appropriations for the 
i enses of the Government 
he 30th day of June, 1853, 
| ‘and for other purposes;’’ the pending question 
being upon the amendment of the Committee 
on Finance to increase the appropriation ‘ for 
‘ stationery, printing, binding, furniture, and re- 
'| * pairs, subscription to ere 


| * civiland diplomatic ex 
| * for the year ending on t 


‘ gas into Patent Office, fuel, an 


| rior, from $5,000 to $9,485. 


ance with the estimates. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


** For Library books and maps, $1,000,” 
The amendment was agreed to. 


insert: 


** For compensation of one additional clerk in the office 


of the Commissary General of Subsistence, $1,000.”’ 


Mr. HUNTER. This item is in accordance 


| 
| with estimate. 
| ‘The amendment was agreed to. 


LOBE. 


introducing 
other contingen- 
‘cies,’’ in the office of the Secretary of the Inte- 


Mr. HUNTER. That amendment is in accord- 
The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert among the appropriations for contingencies 


‘* in the office of the Secretary of the Interior’’ the 
|| following: 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
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The next amendment of the committee was to 
increase the appropriation ‘ for blank books, 
binding, stationery, and labor,”’ for the Bureau of 
Topographical Engineers, from $750 to $1,250. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is in accordance with 
estimate. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert: 


** For compensation for one additional clerk in the office 
of the Postmaster General, 31 ,(00."" 


Mr. HUNTER. 
mate. 

The amendment was acreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
increase the appropriation for contingent expenses 
of the Post Office Department, from $10,500 to 
$12,500. 

Mr. HUNTER. That is to raise the amount 
to the estimates. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
increase the appropriation for ‘* repair of the Gen- 
eral Post Office building, for office furniture, glaz- 
ing, white-washing, and for keeping the fire- 
places and furnaces in order,’ from $1,500 to 
$2,500. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
mate. 

The amendment was azreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
add to the clause for the payment of the salaries 
of United States district judges the following: 

‘© And the district judge of the northern district of Cali 
fornia, until otherwise provided by law, shall be judge of 
the southern district in that State. with an additional an 
nual compensation of $2,800, so long as he discharges the 
duties of both districts.”’ 

Mr. HUNTER. The explanation of this 
amendment is, that the salary proves insufficient. 
There are two judicial districts in California. 
One of the judges has died, and it is proposed to 
let one judge discharge the duties of both judge- 
ships with this additional salary. ; 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. What is the present 
salary? 

' Mr. GWIN. The present salary of the judge 
of the northern district is $3,500. The salary of 
the judge of the southern district is $2,800. This 
proposition is to give the judge of the northern 
district the salary and theduty of both judgeships. 
It does not increase the expense to the United 
|| States. 

The amendment was agreed to. 





That is according to esti- 


That is in pursuance of esti- 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
add to the clause, *‘ for salary of the Reporter 
of the decisions of the Supreme Court, $1,300,” 
the following words: 


* For each volume published by direction of the Supreme 
Court.” 


Mr. HUNTER. It has been customary, since 
two volumes a year of the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court have been published, to allow the 
Reporter $1,300 for each volume. The House cat 
down the amount to $1,300. The reporter has 
been directed by the Chief Justice to publish two 
volumes, and he has furnished, at his own ex- 
pense, one"hundred and fifty copies to the United 
States. The committee propose to continue the 

ractice which has heretofore existed of giving 
fim $1,300 for each volume. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
increase the appropriation ** for compensation of 
| the district attorneys’’ from $8,800 to $9,000. 
Mr. HUNTER. That is in pursuance of esti- 
| mate 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
increase the appropriation ** for expenses of weigh- 
ing and mooring, cleansing and repairing, and sup- 
plying losses of buoys, beacons, chains, and an- 

_ chors,”’ from $45,000 to $59,057 32. 
Mr. HUNTER. The original estimate was for 
| $59,057 32; but the House cut t down. The 
Auditor says the amount named in the estimates 
is indispensable; and the Committee on Finance 
propose to restore the amount to the estimates. 
The amendment was areed to 
The next amendment of the committee was to 
increase the appropriation ‘‘ for contingent ex- 
penses under the Independent-Treasury act of 
| August 6th, 1846,” from $15,000 to $16,500. 
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Mr. HUNTER 
estimate 
The amendment was agreed to 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
nser 

‘ For completing the construction of the marine hospital 
at San Francisco, California, and for arranging the grounds, 
fencing, furnishing warming apparatus, and superntend 
ence thereof, $130,000,” 


Mr. HUNTER. That is in pursuance of an 
estimate from the Department. They say that, 
owing to the great expense of maintaining sick 


ind disabied seamen, it is important that this ho 


} i ry ‘ 
ital should be finished at once. The Committee 
on Finance were of the same opinion, and agree 
to the estimate of the Department. 


Che amendment was agree d to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 


insert the followin 

‘For purchasing a site, and the construction of a suitable 
building at Wilmington, Delaware, for custom-house, post 
office. court-rooms, and other offices of the Ua d States, 


and furnishing the same, #25,000: Provided, That the said 


lotand build all be exempted from city and all other 
taxes whatever, by the act of the Legislature of Delaware 
And provide ! further, That before the Secretary of the 


freasury shall erect the said building, it shall first be his 
duty to procure ay 


; oper site, or lot of ground, and to make 


a contract. or « tracts, for the erection of said building 


ind furnishing the same, at a sum or sums which shall not 


in the whole exceed the sum of 825,00), inclusive of said 


lot, which said contract or contracts shall be secured by 


G wd and suflicient sureties, to the satisiaction of 


the said 
Secretary of the Treasury and President of the United 
States.’ 


Mr. HUNTER. This is in pursuance of an 
estimate sent to us for the erection of a building 
for a custom-house, post-office, and court-room, 
at Wilmin rion, Delaware. 

The amendment was avreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
increase the appropriation ‘‘for incidental ex- 
penses of the several land offices,’’ from $30,000 
to $34,240 

Mr. HUNTER 


amount to the original estimate. 


The object is to restore the 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment of the committee was to 
amend the clause appropriating $22,500 “ for sur- 
veying private claims in Califormia,’’ so as to 
make it read: 

For surveying private claims in California, which may 
have been presented in good faith to the Board of Land 
Commissioners, 822,500 Provided, That the authority 
lerred on the surveyor general shall apply only 


hereby con 


to such unconfirmed cases as,in the gradual extension of 
the lines of the public surveys, he shall find within the im 
mediate sphere of his operations, and which he is satisfied 


muught to be respected and actually surveyed in advance ot 
onfirmanon 

Mr. HUNTER. Thisisa limitation upon the 
clause as it me from the House. It provides 
that the surveyor general shall survey these private 
land claims which may be presented in good faith 
to the Board of Commissioners. ‘The proviso 1s 
taken from a bill which was reported by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FELCH. I wish to inquire whether that 
is all the limitation which the bill alluded to 
contains 

Mr. HONTER. My impression is that it is. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert: 

‘* For completing the geological survey of the iron region 
of that portion of Michigan which borders on Lake Supe 
nor, 1,000 

Mr. HUNTER. That is in pursuance of an 
estimate. The estimate was not made originally, 
but it was afterwards found necessary, in order 
to complete this veological survey. P 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert: 

‘For the compensation of a clerk in the office of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, $1,200." 

Mr. HUNTER. That is an item which the 
Senate, for some time past, have inserted annu- 
ally, and the House have usually stricken it out. 
My own opinion is, that the Commissioner ought 
to have a clerk, for he has a great many duties to 
discharge. 

Mr. CLARKE. I move to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out ‘*$1,200,”’ and inserting 
** $1,000.’ The Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia had intended to propose an amendment, 
giving the Commissioner a clerk at a salary of 


$1,000; but they have been anticipated by the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to the 
amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
increase the appropriation ‘for the purchase of 
manure for the public grounds’? from $600 to 
41,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert: 


‘ To complete and revise the grades in the city of Wash- 
ington, and to determine the plans for the draining and 
sewerage thereol, $6,000; the surveys and plans to be made 
by the engineer now in charge of that duty, under the direc 
tion of the President of the United States.”’ 


Mr. HUNTER. 


A former appropriation was 


made for this object, which has proved to be one 


of the most useful appropriations ever made in 
the District. This is designed to continue it. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


‘The next amendment of the committee was to 
insert: 

‘'T'o enable the President of the United States to cause 
the necessary surveys, projects, and estimates to be made 


for determining the best means of affording the city of 
Washington an unfailing and abundant supply of good and 
whoiesome water; report thereof to be made to Congress 
at its next session, the sum of &5,900.”? 

Mr. HUNTER. This is according to estimate. 
It was thoucht best, as the object was one in rela- 
tion to which some differences of plan existed, 
that it should be sent to one of the Engineer De- 
partments for estimates and plans and surveys. 
‘This appropriation is according to the estimate 
from the Department for that purpose. 

Mr. BRADBURY. This subject has been 
before the Committee on the District of Columbia; 
and after some examination, in consideration of 
the great amount of expenditure now going on in 
this District, the committeedid not see fit to recom- 
mend any estimate of the kind. How the subject 
has been brought before the Committee on Finance, 
the chairman of that committee has already indi- 
cated. Itappears to me thatit would be unwise, alt 
this time, to incur this expense. We are already 
expending many hundred thousand dollars here, 
and it is believed that whenever a survey of the 
kind is undertaken, it might as well be undertaken 
under the direction of some committee of Congress, 
who should have something to say in designating 
the various surveys that may be made. I hope 
the amendment may not be agreed to. I see but 
one other member of the Committee on the District 
of Columbia present—the Senator from Rhode 
Island, [Mr. CLrarke}]—and I think his recollection 
will correspond with mine. 

Mr. CLARKE. The fact is as the honorable 
Senator from Maine has stated. This proposition 
is to appropriate $5,000 for a survey, and fora re- 


I 


Washington with water. Now, it is well known 


that an abundant supply of water for the city of 


Washington may be obtained within three or four 
miles of this place. The proposition to appropri- 
ate $5,000 for a survey, appears to me to be of no 
use. ‘The Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia had this subject under consideration, and they 
did not propose, at the present time, to recommend 
any appropriation for the purpose. It would be 
very expensive, and the appropriations that are 
already contained in this bill for the city of Wash- 
ington, exclusively of the public buildings, amount 
to $120,514; and there are certain amendments to 
the bill which are to be proposed by the chairman 
of the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
[Mr. Surecps,} which will swell this amount to 
about $200,000. It appears to me that that is 
enough, in fact too much, to be expended at one 
time. Besides, this appropriation is for a mere ex- 
ploration of the ground—a mere survey—to ascer- 
tain in what manner the city of Washington can 
be supplied with water. It seems to me to be un- 
necessary at the present time. If you make the 
survey, it implies an intention to go on and carry 
out the object of supplying the city with water, no 
matter at whatexpense. The Committee on the 
District of Columbia have not recommended this 
appropriation; and, for myself, I think it is not 
necessary to insert it now in the bill. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, it strikes me that 
if there is one single appropriation, which there 


port upon the best means of supplying the city of 
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That item is in pursuance of 


August 21. 
is an imperative obligation upon Congress to make, 
itis this. Since I have been in the city at the 
present session, there have been several occur- 
rences which have suggested its necessity to my 
mind. I remember that, very early in the session, 
I was called out in the evening by an alarm of fire 
at the corner of Four-and-a-half and C streets, | 
think. I stood there, and saw building after build- 
ing burn down, without a pail-full of water to put 
out the fire. The fire was exhausted and stopped, 
merely because there was no other building within 
its reach which could beconsumed. Subsequently 
to that, I was called up at midnight by a fire very 
near the house where | was boarding; which ex- 
hausted itself in the same way, for there was no 
water on hand there. 

I would be perfectly willing to amend the amend- 
ment of the committee by inserting@after the word 
‘*dollars”’ the words ‘‘ or so much thereof as may 
be necessary,’’ so that the Department need not 
feel themselves under obligation to spend the whole 
$5,000. If there be a place in the world where 
there should be some facilities afforded for obtain- 
ing water—and especially when they can be ob- 
tained as easily as they can be obtained here—it 
seems to me that it is at the capital of the nation. 
Ask, sir, any of the citizens of Boston, New 
York, or Philadelphia, if they would abandon their 
facilities for water in case of fire—which they have 
procured at such great expense—and they would 
tell you that, great as has been the expenditures 





for that purpose, they would rather double and 


treble them than give up the facilities they have 
for putting out fire. 

This city, the capital of the nation, over which 
we have exclusive legislation, is, I think, the worst 
provided with water, in case of fire, of any place 
that I ever saw in my life. At the same time we 
have, within a very short distance, at the Falls of 
the Potomac, the facilities of bringing in a supply 
of pure and wholesome water, perhaps at less ex- 
pense and with greater ease than any other city of 
similar size in the whole United States. It never 
will be done until there has been an exploration 
and a survey made that may be laid before Con- 
gress, so that we may be enabled to determine 


' whether the object is practicable and feasible, and 


for what it may be accomplished. I think that, 
as a matter of safety for our public buildings and 
our public records, we owe it to ourselves that we 
should inquire, at least, at what expense this may 
be done. The cities of Boston, New York, and 
Philadelphia, have taxed themselves to the amount 
of millions in order to get good supplies of water; 
and they would double the expense rather than 
forego the advantages they have secured. 

I move to amend the amendment of the com- 
mittee by inserting after ‘* $5,000” the words ‘or 
so much thereof as may be necessary;’’ and with 
that I am willing to take it. With that qualifica- 
tion I hope we may make this exploration; so that 
at another session we may, at least, have light be- 
fore us to know whether the object is practicable; 
and if it be practicable, at what expense it can 
be accomplished. 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to the 
amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire, 
but I do not see any particular necessity for it. 
There was some difficulty in the Department in 
making an estimate of the precise amount with 
exactness; and of course I presume they will ex- 
pend no more than may be necessary for the ob- 
ject. Ido not know that I should disagree, if the 
Senator from Rhode Island were to desire to re- 
duce the appropriation, if that would satisfy him. 
All that I desire is, to have some appropriation 
made to enable us to get surveys, plans, and esti- 
mates, that the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia, at the next session, may have the means 
of selecting the best plan, in order to recommend 
it to Congress for adoption. 

Various estimates were sent to us for accom- 
plishing the object. Such is the want of water in 
the public Departments, that the Commissioner of 
Public Buildings sent in an estimate for collecting 
more water at the spring on the hill, from which a 
supply of water is furnished to the Capitol and the 
Departments. But, instead of expending some 


$40,000 or $50,000 in this way, it seemed to us 
better to obtain some plan which would accom- 
plish the whole overt at once. 
Water is not only very necessary here for the 
urposes indicated by the Senator from New 
Hampahire, when fire occurs, but there is an actual 
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